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A Wager on the Future:
Anarchist Organization, the Islamic State, the Crisis, and Outer Space

The Successes and Shortcomings of Anarchism:
$W�D�PRPHQW�ZKHQ�DQDUFKLVP�LV�JURZLQJ�ZRUOGZLGH��ZH�DOVR�¿QG��
curiously, a waxing feeling of cynicism, loss, or existencial crisis, 
experienced individually as much as collectively, which is stronger, it 
seems to us, than the cycle of generational burnout typical of the last 
GHFDGHV��0DQ\�DQDUFKLVW�WDFWLFV�RI�GHVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�FRQIURQWDWLRQħ
IRU�H[DPSOH�ZD\V�RI�ULRWLQJ�DQG�DWWDFNLQJ�ZLWK�FRYHUHG�IDFHVħKDYH�
been adopted by many people outside of anarchist circles, and in 
places such as Egypt, Greece, the US, Brazil, or Spain, we know that 
the passing on of tactics has been in part direct. The silence in which 
VRFLHW\�WULHG�WR�EXU\�DQDUFKLVP�IRU�GHFDGHV�KDV�EHHQ�GH¿QLWLYHO\�
broken. In countries from Greece to Chile to the US, anarchism has 
EHFRPH�D�SROLWLFDO�IRUFH��FDSDEOH�RI�LQÀXHQFLQJ�VRFLDO�GLVFRXUVHV�DQG�
unmasking at least some of the discursive defenses that democratic 
states use to achieve their goals. And here in the Spanish state we 
have seen the phenomenon of #yotambiensoyanarquista 
Ĭ�LDPDOVRDQDQDUFKLVWĭ��E\�ZKLFK�PDVVHV�KDYH�SRVLWLRQHG�WKHPVHOYHV�
on the side of anarchists who have not only been repressed but also 
labeled by the State as “terrorists.”

Meanwhile, the positive ideas and practices of anarchism have not 
kept pace. And it is not due to a lack of familiarity. On the contrary, 
in many social movements that created important experiences and 
FRQÀLFWV��SUDFWLFHV�RI�GHFLVLRQĥPDNLQJ�LQ�DVVHPEOLHV��FRQVHQVXV��
and a rejection of political parties and representatives, have been 
PRPHQWDULO\�JHQHUDOL]HG��RQO\�WR�EH�DEDQGRQHG��6HOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�
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way that opens new dimensions of struggle and avoids the dangers of 
FHQWUDOL]DWLRQ��LQ�RUGHU�WR�VHHN�FRPSOHPHQWDULW\�DQG�FUHDWLYH�FRQÀLFW�
EHWZHHQ�GLɱHUHQW�FXUUHQWV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WU\LQJ�WR�LPSRVH�XQLW\��DQG�WR�
UHIUDPH�RXU�DFWLYLW\�DV�WKH�UHFRQTXHVW�RI�OLIH�ĪZLWK�DOO�WKH�FRQFUHWH�
VNLOOV�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�RI�VXUYLYDO�WKDW�HQWDLOVī�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DV�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�
RU�QHJDWLRQ�RI�DEVWUDFWLRQV�ĪGLVVHPLQDWLRQ��UHFUXLWPHQW��LGHRORJLFDO�SXULW\���ī

May these words serve for further debate, 
and the honing of our practices.
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We have shared an evaluation of the current stagnation of the 
anarchist movement. We have considered the need for anarchists to 
seriously position ourselves with respect to certain global forces: the 
total transformation of society by emerging technologies and the 
geopolitics of antiterrorism. We have looked at possible outcomes of 
WKH�FULVLV�LQ�FDSLWDOLVP�DQG�KRZ�WKHVH�PLJKW�DɱHFW�WKH�VWUDWHJLHV�ZH�XVH�

In order to meet all these challenges, to break out of stagnation, to 
VSUHDG�DQDUFKLF�UHODWLRQV��WR�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�VRFLDO�FRQÀLFWV��
and to stake a position outside the sterile contest between democracy 
and terrorism, I have proposed using a chaotic, pluralistic, ecosystemic 
vision of revolt and society in order to organize our activity in a 

In Conclusion:

As a Mapuche comrade said, explaining a project for generating 
electricity in a community in resistance, “We don’t want to generate 
RXU�RZQ�HOHFWULFLW\�MXVW�WR�DFKLHYH�VHOIĥVXɷFLHQF\��%\�PDNLQJ�RXU�
own electricity, we can attack and sabotage the infrastructures of the 
State and the companies that occupy our territory, infrastructures we 
currently depend on.”

That’s what is meant by amplifying our capacities of struggle. And since 
the revolt is an ecosystem, each of us has our own role. Separation 
LQ�GLɱHUHQW�LGHRORJLFDO�FXUUHQWV��QRUPDOO\�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�GLɱHUHQFHV�
in character and not lucid critical theories, is another function of 
capitalist alienation in our own spaces.

Those who dedicate themselves to the attack have not been able 
to maintain it in the face of repression. Those who do not dedicate 
WKHPVHOYHV�WR�WKH�DWWDFN�KDYH�QRW�DYRLGHG�WKHLU�RZQ�SDFL¿FDWLRQ��
Those who have gone to the countryside have not left capitalism 
behind. Those who stayed in the city have not been able to plant any 
seeds in the cracks they have opened in the asphalt. We have to put 
these distinct tendencies in common again, so that a creative and 
fecund tension exists between them.

The paths that have already been marked out only lead to a horrifying 
future.

spreads more and more, but distancing itself from a revolutionary 
KRUL]RQ��FKDPSLRQLQJ�LQVWHDG�¿QDQFLDO�IHDVDELOLW\��SURGXFWLYLW\��
alternative currencies, and other capitalist tools, disguising this 
blind path with a false sophistication, as we can observe in the most 
GRJPDWLF�VHFWRU�RI�WKH�&RRSHUDWLYD�,QWHJUDO�&DWDODQD�ĪZKLFK��WR�EH�
FOHDU��DOVR�LQFOXGHV�PDQ\�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�UDGLFDO�SURMHFWVī�

Ever more comrades in ever more countries have lived through 
VXUSULVLQJ�FRQÀLFWV�LQ�ZKLFK�DOO�WKH�VDFUHG�OLHV�ZHUH�TXHVWLRQHG��QHZ�
complicities and broad relations of solidarity were opened up, and 
the forces of order lost control; but afterwards, everything went on as 
EHIRUH��SHUKDSV�ZLWK�D�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ�RU�WKH�GLVJXLVHV�
of power.

It is true that struggles, as with everything in nature, are cyclical, 
and we must learn to abide this cyclicity. In that vein, the comrades 
from CrimethInc. have made a compilation of texts about what to do 
“After the Crest,” recently translated to Spanish. But the current loss 
of morale goes much further. We believe we are on the brink of losing 
RXU�FKDQFH�RI�LQWHUYHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFWV�XQGHUZD\�DQG�IUXVWUDWLQJ�
WKH�DWWHPSWV�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�WR�DGDSW�LWVHOI�WR�WKH�QHZ�FULVHV��WKDW�ÀDVK�
RXW�ZRUOGZLGH�DQG�WUDQVĥ�WKHPDWLFDOO\��FULVVFURVVLQJ�WKH�DUHQDV�RI�WKH�
ecological, economic, ideological, political, technological, and cultural.

With urgency we must analyze the shortcomings of an anarchism on the rise in the 
last years. Why is there so little complicity with anarchism’s positive practices?

We cannot blame a lack of dissemination, although more propaganda 
always comes in handy. The mechanisms of anarchist propaganda have 
improved greatly in the last decade. And outside of our own activity, 
DV�FRQFHUQV�WKH�UHDFWLRQV�RI�RɷFLDO�VRFLHW\�WR�RXU�SUHVHQFH��PDQ\�
academics and celebrities have mentioned and even adhered to 
anarchist ideas. Today, radical books can become bestsellers, as 
The Coming Insurrection proves. I don’t mention this to celebrate it, 
but to prove that in many countries at least, anyone who wants to get 
to know anarchist ideas, can.
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The Islamic State:
Neither can we blame media distortion for spreading an erroneous idea 
of anarchism. The press fabricate their defamations and their police 
narratives constantly, and they have to be countered, but it would be 
YLFWLPLVWLF�WR�KDQG�WKHP�WKH�UHVSRQVĥ�DELOLW\�IRU�RXU�LVRODWLRQ��:H�FDQ�
make use of a comparison to put the problem in perspective: in the 
media, no one gets worse coverage than the Islamic fundamentalists. 
They are portrayed as the most extreme terrorists and monsters. 
Nonetheless, a large percentage of marginalized youth in Europe 
sympathizes or even directly support jihadist movements. Of course 
they tend to be immigrants from Muslim countries, but many 
of them were born here and were not convinced by “democratic 
Europe.” There is also an important margin of converts. In fact, it is 
D�YHU\�VLJQL¿FDQW�SKHQRPHQRQ�IRU�RXU�DJH�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�DWWUDFWLYH�
antisystem movement is jihadism. Or more precisely: attractive for 
some and totally repulsive and horrifying for others.

How do the jihadists recruit? Largely through Twitter and chatrooms, 
media that anarchists have been using for years, without achieving 
similar results.

If a comparison between the propaganda of the Islamic State and 
WKDW�RI�DQDUFKLVP�FRPHV�Rɱ�DV�DEVXUG�RU�PRUELG��LI�LW�UHFDOOV�WKH�
SVHXGRĥLQWHOOHFWXDO�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�ULJKWZLQJ�MRXUQDOLVWV�DQG�DFDGHPLFV�
WU\LQJ�WR�FRQQHFW�GLɱHUHQW�VSHFLHV�RI�VXEYHUVLYHV��LW�LV�EHFDXVH�LWV�
purpose is satirical. Today, the system comprised by the police and 
media once again oblige anarchists to play the part of terrorists, at 
least in some countries. But it is a casting that ridicules the very 
director, because in the spectacle of terrorism we anarchists can’t 
keep up with the competition: we are not on par with the jihadists. 
It’s as though Chuck Norris, after defeating an alien invasion of 
WKUHHĥPHWHU�LQVHFWV�DUPHG�ZLWK�ODVHUV�DQG�FKDLQVDZV��KDG�WR�EHDW�D�
delinquent pizza delivery boy. It doesn’t make a good sequel.

The specter of anarchist terrorism also ridicules those comrades who 
SXW�JUHDW�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�DWHQWDGRV�ĬDWWHQWDWV��DWWDFNV�
WKDW�IXQFWLRQ�DV�³SURSDJDQGD�E\�WKH�GHHG´ĭħ�LQ�DQ�DJH�ZKHQ�WKH�
State is ever more capable of absorbing and taking advantage of the 
VKRFNV�FDXVHG�E\�DWHQWDGRV�PXFK�PRUH�GHYDVWDWLQJ�WKDQ�RXU�RZQħ
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But, in whatever form, we must all start posing the question of 
survival. This means that the projects and activities we encourage and 
amplify through organization should concern themselves with the 
VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�OLIH��WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�XVHIXO�IRU�XV�DV�ZHOO�DV�IRU�
other people; that they should support and augment our capacities 
of struggle, understanding struggle as a basic aspect of survival for 
people who desire liberty; and that they should take into account the 
possible changes in the capitalist system, from collapse to a profound 
transformation in the architecture of the world system.

We should also seek out initiatives of synthesis, which confuse the 
categories of capitalist alienation and join distinct forces in order to 
overcome the typical divisions that the dogmatic anarchists, from the 
populists to some of the antisocial anarchists, only reinforce.

To speak concretely, this synthesis might take the form of a network 
of social and antisocial comrades, of artists and theorists, of those 
with a propensity for care and those with a propensity for the attack, 
who admire the skills and capacities of the others, who don’t insult 
one another behind their backs, who use their talents not to boost 
HJRV�RU�DFKLHYH�SHUVRQDO�DGYDQFHPHQW�EXW�IRU�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�DOO��ZKR�
conceive of themselves as a community of struggle and search for a 
complementarity in their actions, not always agreeing, but maintaining 
a basic feeling of solidarity, mutual aid, and respect.

3URMHFWV�WKDW�LQFUHDVH�RXU�FDSDFLW\�IRU�VWUXJJOH�PLJKW�WDNH�WKH�IRUP�
RI�D�KHDOWKFDUH�JURXS�WKDW�RɱHUV�LWV�VNLOOV�WR�SHRSOH�LQMXUHG�LQ�SURWHVWV�
RU�FRPUDGHV�FRPLQJ�RXW�RI�SULVRQ��RI�UXUDO�SURMHFWV�ĪWKRVH�WKDW�RIWHQ�
HQG�XS�LVRODWHGī�WKDW�DFW�DV�VSDFHV�IRU�JDWKHULQJV��IRU�UHVW��DQG�DOVR�IRU�
physical work for the urban assemblies that maintain an unsustainable 
rhythm; of combative comrades who risk their bodies and their 
IUHHGRP�QRW�WR�WDUJHW�HQHPLHV�ZKR�DUH�RIWHQ�V\PEROLF�ĪDOVR�D�QHFHVVDU\�
DFWLYLW\��DOEHLW�OLPLWHGī��EXW�WR�GHIHQG�D�JDUGHQ��D�FOLQLF��D�KRXVH�RU�D�
social center against eviction; of a group specialized in propaganda 
and dissemination helping to spread the most radical, provocative, 
and marginalized ideas; of networks of people who manage to meet 
ever more of their needs without recourse to monetized, commercial 
UHODWLRQV��QRW�UXQQLQJ�IURP�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�FDSLWDOLVP�EXW�LQYLWLQJ�PRUH�
people to join them in their mutiny.
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To have any possibility of destroying this prison society and averting 
the horrible destiny that is unfolding around us, it is indispensable: to 
stop conceiving of our weakness in terms of dissemination; to abandon 
the practice of recruitment and the delirium of mass organization 
that it represents; and to energetically criticize those currents that 
make use of marketing and populism. But much more than attacking 
our errors, we have to mark out other paths to follow, with actions 
more than with words.

To start with, it cannot be a single path. No one practice is capable of 
including all the activities necessary for a revolution. We must think 
of revolt as an ecosystem. If we try to be the only species, we kill the 
revolution.
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Next Steps:

irregularly, in cases of need. Which is to say, the central or “superior” 
OHYHO�RI�WKH�IHGHUDWLRQ�QRUPDOO\�GRHV�QRW�H[LVW��$QRWKHU�GLɱHUHQFH�LV�
that the societies that compose the Haudenosaunee are more or less 
DQWLĥSDWULDUFKDO�ĪZLWK�GLɱHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�RQH�QDWLRQ�DQG�DQRWKHUī�
while the CNT was clearly an organization of men, even though 
women played a vital role in the contemporary struggles.

,I�FRPUDGHV�LQ�D�VSHFL¿F�SODFH�GHFLGHħZLWK�OXFLGLW\�DQG�D�VWXGLHG�
IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�RXU�KLVWRU\ħWKDW�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�WLJKW�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�
made possible by a federation is advantageous or necessary, they 
should go right ahead. But it is vital that they never seek to be an 
DOOĥDEVRUELQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKDW�WKH\�PDLQWDLQ�D�FHUWDLQ�HTXDOLW\�DQG�
VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�UHYROXWLRQDULHV�ĪDQDUFKLVW�DQG�RWKHUZLVHī�ZKR�VWD\�
outside the organization. A federation can be powerful, but it is the 
most dangerous organization, from an anarchist viewpoint.

In Greece, probably the country with the greatest anarchist density, 
there are currently two federations in the process of creating themselves. 
It seems to be a good signal that both of them pose the question of 
how to relate with the extensive sectors of the anarchist space that 
does not participate in either federation. Neither of them seek to 
include or absorb the whole of anarchist activity.

and those comrades who imagine themselves the unbreakable enemy 
RI�WKH�6WDWHħLQ�DQ�DJH�ZKHQ�WKH�ZDU�LV�HYHU�PRUH�XQLODWHUDO��3HUKDSV�
our attacks need to take on a new symbolic meaning and a new 
UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�VRFLDO�FRQÀLFWV��7KH\�DUH�QRW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�EORZV�
in a dramatic war1, but a sort of antimachine that we introduce into 
WKH�EUHDFKHV�RSHQHG�E\�VRFLDO�FRQÀLFWV��VR�WKDW�WKH\�JHQHUDOL]H�DQG�
sabotage the materialization of the relations of power.

However, the satire is above all directed at those populist comrades 
who try to reproduce the propaganda successes of any entity, no 
matter how distant it is from anarchism, such as leftwing parties or 
marketing companies. They would never dare to copy the recruitment 
formula of the Islamic State, not for any critique of the incompatibility 
RI�DQDUFKLVW�DQG�DXWKRULWDULDQ�PHWKRGV�ĪZKLFK�ZRXOG�DOVR�EDU�WKHLU�
copying of marketing techniques and the recruitment organized 
E\�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHVī��EXW�RXW�RI�DQ�DFULWLFDO�LPSXOVH�WR�ÀHH�IURP�WKH�
WKLQJV�WKDW�JHQHUDWH�EDG�SUHVV��WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKDW�WKH\�ÀHH�IURP�
those anarchist practices that are also stigmatized by the media.

The success of the Islamic State disproves any attempt to blame the failures of 
anarchism on defamation, ignorance, or bad press.

If there were anything attractive about anarchism, it would shine out 
GHVSLWH�WKH�GHIDPDWRU\�FDPSDLJQV�RI�WKH�SUHVV��:H�ZLOO�QRW�¿QG�RXU�
shortcomings in the arena of dissemination and propaganda. Anarchist 
ideas are not hidden, rather they are not being looked for. They are not 
distorted, except insofar as no one cares to clarify them. If they are 
not triumphing, it is because they are not useful.

If the failure of anarchism has resulted in the rise of new leftwing 
parties, as we will see further on, it can be said that the failure of the 
insurrections of the banlieue�ĬWKH�SRRU�VXEXUEV�RI�)UDQFH��ZKHUH�PDMRU�
ULRWV�EURNH�RXW�LQ�������VLPLODU�WR�VXEVHTXHQW�ULRWV�LQ�WKH�8.ĭ�KDV�
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1 In fact, it is necessary to underscore the fact that since the Second World War, wars no longer consist of battles between armies, but 

RI�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�PHWDPDFKLQHV�WKDW�PRELOL]H�GHVWUXFWLYH�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�IRUFHV��7KHLU�ÀHOG�LV�QRQH�RWKHU�WKDQ�VWDWLVWLFV��7R�

those readers who take this for empty verborrhea, I recommend an analysis of the methodological contributions of Robert McNamara, 

SUHYLRXVO\�RI�WKH�)RUG�0RWRU�&RPSDQ\��WR�WKH�2ɼFH�RI�6WDWLVWLFDO�&RQWURO�DQG�WKH�86�'HIHQVH�'HSDUWPHQW��RU�RI�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�E\�

0,��RI�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDWKHPDWLFLDQV�RI�3URMHFW�8OWUD�



contributed to jihadism. In both cases, large sectors of society failed in 
WKHLU�DWWHPSWV�WR�VHOIĥRUJDQL]H�WKHLU�VWUXJJOHV��DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\��WKH\�
searched for the power to achieve the changes they were seeking.

3RZHU�LWVHOI�LV�WKH�NH\�HOHPHQW��$�PRYHPHQW�ZLWKRXW�VRFLDO�SRZHU��
like anarchism, that, what’s more, seeks to dissolve or decentralize 
power cannot copy the formulas of a movement that does exercise 
SRZHU��$�¿VK�KDV�D�EHWWHU�FKDQFH�RI�OHDUQLQJ�ORFRPRWLRQ�IURP�D�GXFN�

3RZHU�DOZD\V�DWWUDFWV�PRUH�IROORZHUV�WKDQ�D�EHDXWLIXO�LGHD��DQG�WKDQNV�
to the geopolitical situation in the Middle East and the extremely 
P\RSLF�SROLFLHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�VXSHUSRZHU��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ĪIRU�VRPH�
\HDUV�QRZ�LQ�DQ�LUUHYHUVLEOH�GHFOLQHī��WKH�MLKDGLVWV�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�
VHL]H�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�TXDQWLW\�RI�SRZHU�DQG�WR�DSSHDU�DV�WKH�PRVW�GHGLFDWHG�
DQG�¿HUFH�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�V\PEROV�DQG�SUHVXPHG�OHDGHUV�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�
world system.

$QG�KHUH�ZH�¿QG�WKH�WUXH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�¿JXUH�RI�MLKDGLVW�WHUURULVP��
Since 1991 and the fall of the Soviet Union, the capitalist world 
system has lacked an oppositional dichotomy that can modulate 
and recuperate all dissident movements. Liberal capitalism was the 
PRVW�HɱHFWLYH�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV�DQG�DOVR�RQ�WKH�JOREDO�VFDOH��
ZKHUHDV�VWDWH�FDSLWDOLVP�ĪWKH�8665��&KLQD��&XED��HWF�ī�ZDV�DW�OHDVW�DV�
HɱHFWLYH�LQ�XQGHUGHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�PRYHPHQWV�
PLJKW�SRWHQWLDOO\�DEROLVK�WKH�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHP�ĪFDSLWDOLVP�LQ�VXFK�
countries needed the state to play a stronger role in its development, 
and also to institutionalize or neutralize the dissident forces that 
PLJKW�LQWHUUXSW�LWī�

)RU�GHFDGHV��DOO�WKH�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�KDG�WR�VXERUGLQDWH�
themselves to one of these two paradigms, daring at the most to 
FRQVWLWXWH�D�OR\DO�RSSRVLWLRQ��6LQFH�����ħZLWK�WKH�LPPLQHQW�
%ROVKHYLN�YLFWRU\�LQ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�&LYLO�:DU�DQG�WKH�GHIHDW�RI�
UHYROXWLRQDU\�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�,WDO\�DQG�*HUPDQ\�ĪWKDQNV�WR�WKH�
bureaucracy of communist and socialist parties, as well as that of 
DQDUFKRV\QGLFDOLVW�XQLRQVī��ZKLFK�LQDXJXUDWHG�D�VWDWLVW�UHDOSROLWLN�
DPRQJ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�8665��ZKR�IRU�GHFDGHV�GHGLFDWHG�
WKHPVHOYHV�WR�VXɱRFDWLQJ�DQ\�UHYROXWLRQDU\�PRYHPHQW�WKDW�WKH\�
could not control or that did not respond to their geopolitical 
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What does all this mean, beyond cliches? That the most important 
organizational level and the concentration of force must reside among 
the local groups, and that the central assembly must have a limited 
LPSRUWDQFH�DQG�IUHTXHQF\��)RU�H[DPSOH��D�ODUJH�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQLWLDWLYHV�
could arise from the local groups, reaching the intermediate levels 
and from there spreading to other local groups; the local groups 
FRXOG�EH�VHOIĥVXɷFLHQW�LQ�D�ODUJH�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�DFWLYLW\�DQG�RQO\�JR�WR�
the higher levels to seek resources or amplify their results, instead 
of always waiting for the campaigns and directives set out by the 
central level.

We can compare two federations of interest for anarchists. The 
Haudenosaunee, or “Six Nations,” are a confederation of six indigenous 
nations in North America, among them the Mohawk and the Oneida. 
Their confederation is more than 700 years old and it has served to resist 
various attempts to impose state authority.

7KH�&17�LV�WKH�PRVW�SRWHQW�DQG�HɱHFWLYH�FRQIHGHUDWLRQ�DQDUFKLVWV�LQ�
the West have erected in their history. Within 26 years, it turned into 
a hierarchical organization, imposing state authority on a large part of 
the lower classes in Spain, where state power had been negated in the 
insurrection of July 1936. In a wide territory, governmental authority 
KDG�GLVDSSHDUHG��UHSODFHG�E\�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KH�&17��DERYH�DOO�
LWV�ORFDO�JURXSV�DQG�ORZHU�OHYHOV��LQLWLDWHG�SDUW�RI�WKLV�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ��
but another part was spontaneous, whereas the leaders of the CNT 
stopped the expropriations and collectivizations that were opposed 
by the government. Only the CNT was capable of reestablishing 
VWDWH�DXWKRULW\�LQ�WKH�IUHH�]RQHV�ĪRU�LPSHGLQJ�DQ�LQVXUUHFWLRQ�ZKHQ�
WKH�FRPPXQLVWV�DQG�UHSXEOLFDQV�FUXVKHG�WKH�IUHH�]RQHVī�E\�ZD\�RI�
WKH�DQWLIDVFLVW�SROLWLFV�RI�WKH�3RSXODU�)URQW�

7KH�GLɱHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�IHGHUDWLRQV��WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�RQH�DQG�WKH�
failure, is that the local groups of the Haudenosaunee were villages or 
FRPPXQDO�KRXVHV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�GHJUHH�RI�VHOIĥVXɷFLHQF\��DQG�WKDW�WKH�
importance, the strength, lay in what Westerners would call the “lower” 
levels of the federation, while in the CNT it was the other way around: 
it was the statewide congresses and committees that exercised power. 
Among the Haudenosaunee no one occupies a post in the central 
level and the assemblies of the totality of the confederation occur 
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7KH�)('(5$7,21�LV�IRUPDO�DQG�FHQWUDOL]HG��7R�EH�D�WUXH�IHGHUDWLRQ�
it needs at least three organizational levels: that of the local groups; 
an intermediate level for groups in the same area or region; and 
a high level that includes all the groups. Nonetheless, some very 
UHGXFHG�IHGHUDWLRQV�RQO\�KDYH�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�WKLUG�OHYHO�6�3DUDOOHO�WR�
the assemblies or plenums at each level, there can also be a secretariat 
or committee. This greatly augments the bureaucracy and the danger 
WKDW�LW�EHFRPHV�DQ�DXWKRULWDULDQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ĪDV�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�FDVH�IRU�
much of the trajectory of the CNT, the largest anarchist federation in 
KLVWRU\ī��EXW�VXFK�VWUXFWXUHV�FDQ�EH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�JLYH�FRQVLVWHQF\�DQG�
agility to the work of the organization. If the federation is anarchist, 
the posts in the secretariat and committee will be rotating and revokable.

In order to function as a federation, all the local groups that compose 
LW�PXVW�EH�V\PPHWULFDO�ĪIRU�H[DPSOH��WKH\�PXVW�DOO�EH�QHLJKERUKRRG�
DVVHPEOLHV��RU�V\QGLFDWHV��RU�IUHH�VFKRROV��HWF�ī��,I�QRW��WKH�IHGHUDWLRQ�
is illusory.7 These groups are not autonomous, rather they aim for a 
FHUWDLQ�XQLW\��DQG�WKH�FRQWDFW�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�LV�QRW�ÀH[LEOH��UDWKHU�LW�
DLPV�WR�EH�ORQJĥWHUP�RU�SHUPDQHQW�

Unlike a coordination, the federation can create new participant 
groups and change the way in which the base groups relate. It works 
by delegation. Although the plenums might be open to all members 
in order to encourage transparency, each participant group must speak 
ZLWK�RQH�YRLFH��DQ�DUWL¿FLDO�LPSRVLWLRQ�WKDW�FRPHV�ZLWK�DXWKRULWDULDQ�
tendencies, given that no human group is truly homogeneous.

If one were to sketch the organizational schema of a federation, the 
result would be a triangle. The horizontal line contains all the base 
groups. In the middle are the intermediate levels of organization, 
successively narrower, and the tip is the central space that unites 
the whole federation: the superior assembly with its committee or 
secretariat, if there is one. It is vital, from an anarchist perspective, 
that the tip of this triangle is on the bottom and not on the top, 
because the triangle with the tip on top is also the organizational 
schema of the State.
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6 7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�YDULRXV�DɼQLW\�JURXSV��DVVHPEOLHV��RU�FRRUGLQDWLRQV�WKDW�FDOO�WKHPVHOYHV�´IHGHUDWLRQVµ�RZLQJ�WR�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�IHWLVK�

7 /HDYLQJ�DVLGH�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�FRQIHGHUDWLRQ�RI�IHGHUDWLRQV��HDFK�RI�ZKLFK�RUJDQL]HV�EDVH�JURXSV�RI�D�GLɲHUHQW�W\SH�

LQWHUHVWVħWKH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�KRUL]RQ�KDG�EHHQ�EORWWHG�RXW��$Q\�
rebellious movement was conditioned to accept the precepts and the 
sponsorship of one of the two dominant poles. And the “freedom” of 
WKH�¿UVW�SROH�DQG�WKH�DQWLFDSLWDOLVP�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�ZHUH�ERWK�OLHV�

)URP�WKHQ�RQ��WKH�DQDUFKLVWV�ZHUH�FRPSOHWHO\�PDUJLQDOL]HG��7KH�QDLYH�
leftists, allied with one of the two poles, denounced their supposed lack 
of pragmatism, while the right accused them of being communist agents. 
$QDUFKLVP�KDG�GH¿QLWLYHO\�ORVW�LWV�SURWDJRQLVP��7KHVH�G\QDPLFV�ZHUH�
only accentuated by the Spanish Civil War, that brief blooming of hope 
in the last country where the proletariat still had not received the memo 
that the revolution had already been defeated.

,Q�������IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�VHYHQW\�\HDUV��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�JOREDO�
dichotomy capable of modulating revolt. The bad guys disappeared 
and with them disappeared any hope that the winners had of 
resembling good guys. The misery of the system only grew and now 
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�RQH�HOVH�WR�EODPH��7KH�¿UVW�DXWRQRPRXV�OLQHV�RI�VWUXJJOH�
to appear emerged from indigenous movements, at Oka as in Chiapas. 
These had also been subordinated to the politics of the Left, with 
disastrous consequences, as much for the victims of the socialist 
genocides as for those who opted for democratic patience. Soon, the 
antiglobalization movement appeared and within it the anarchists 
JDLQHG�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�SURWDJRQLVP�DQG�LQÀXHQFH��7KH�RWKHU�SROH�
LQ�D�QHZ�JOREDO�DQWDJRQLVP�KDG�EHJXQ�WR�GH¿QH�LWVHOI�RQ�LWV�RZQ��,WV�
interior tension was drawn between those who had many resources 
and little legitimacy, and who proposed the legality of some dominant 
institutions against others, and those who projected a revolutionary 
KRUL]RQ�DQG�D�SDWK�EDVHG�RQ�KRUL]RQWDOLW\�DQG�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�

In 2001, with the jihadist atentats against the economic and political 
capitals of New York and Washington, DC, the world system adopted a 
new paradigm based once again in an oppositional dichotomy: 
between democracy and terrorism. Like every paradigm, it did not 
appear from thin air. Its laboratories were countries such as Spain 
RU�*HUPDQ\�WKDW�DOUHDG\�KDG�LQWHJUDO�DQWLWHUURULVP�SROLWLFV�ĪPRUH�
DGYDQFHG�WKDQ�WKH�DQHPLF�DWWHPSWV�RI�5HDJDQ�RU�&OLQWRQ�WR�LQVWDOO�
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DQWLWHUURULVPī��%XW�VWDUWLQJ�LQ�������LW�ZDV�GHYHORSHG�DV�D�FRQMXQFWLRQ�
of moral narrative, political discourses, institutional mandates, interstate 
FRQQHFWLRQV��DQG�MXULGLFRĥPLOLWDU\�UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�DQ\�JRYHUQPHQW�DOOLHG�
with the global powers could make use of.2

It is vital to recognize that we are again on the brink of losing any 
SRVVLELOLW\�IRU�SURWDJRQLVP�RU�LQÀXHQFH�ZLWKLQ�JOREDO�FRQÀLFWV��
7KHUHIRUH��ZH�PXVW�DQDO\]H�WKH�GLɱHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ROG�DQG�
the new pole of the bad guys. On the one hand, terrorism is much 
more bad, more evil, than its predecessor. Only people of a very 
GHWHUPLQDWH�LGHQWLW\�FRXOG�EH�VHGXFHG�E\�MLKDGLVP��TXLWH�GLɱHUHQW�
from all the ignorant followers and acritical bootlickers that the 
8665�ĪRU�&XEDī�ZRQ�DPRQJ�WKH�/HIW�ZRUOGZLGH��7KH�OLEHUDO�EORF¶V�
necessary pretensions of freedom and equality during the Cold War 
often limited the repressive capacities of Western states with regards 
to their internal dissidents. They had to labor tirelessly to appear 
more just than the communist states, given their great inequalities. 
The same dynamics no longer prevail. Today’s states have to do very 
OLWWOH�WR�GLɱHUHQWLDWH�WKHPVHOYHV�IURP�WKH�DSSDUHQW�EDUEDULDQV�RI�
jihadism. It is again a clash of civilizations, but if the bad guys appear 
so extremely uncivilized, the good guys can get away with a greater 
degree of barbarity, above all if it is packaged in the appropriate gloss 
of uniforms, impersonal technologies, and orderly and disciplined 
PLOLWDU\�GHSOR\PHQWV��OLNH�WKRVH�ZH¶YH�VHHQ�WKLV�DXWXPQ�LQ�3DULV�DQG�
other European capitals.

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�¿JXUH�RI�MLKDGLVP�LV�PXFK�OHVV�LQFOXVLYH�WKDQ�
WKDW�RI�FRPPXQLVP��,W�LV�LQFUHGLEOH�IRU�WKH�5LJKW�WR�DFFXVH�WKH�W\SLFDO�
anarchist of being an agent of fundamentalist Islam, or for the Left to 
accuse them of being impragmatic for not supporting it, like they 
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2 �,W�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�XQGHUVFRUH�KRZ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�LWV�DOOLHV�KDYH�HQDEOHG�WKH�ULVH�RI�MLKDGLVP��WKRXJK�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�DQDO\VLV�
IDOOV�RXWVLGH�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKLV�WH[W��,W�LV�HQRXJK�WR�VLJQDO�KRZ�WKH�LQMXVWLFHV�WKDW�IHHG�MLKDGLVP�īIRU�H[DPSOH��GLFWDWRUVKLSV�LQ�6DXGL�
$UDELD��3DOHVWLQH��(J\SW��DQG�,QGRQHVLDĬ�DUH�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�ZRUOG�SRZHUV��WKH�ÀHOGV�RQ�ZKLFK�MLKDGLVP�HYROYHG�DQG�WUDLQHGĨLQ�
$IJKDQLVWDQ�DQG�%RVQLDĨZHUH�FUHDWHG�DQG�VXSSOLHG�E\�WKH�:HVWHUQ�VWDWHV��WKH�VHFXODU��OHIWZLQJ�3DOHVWLQLDQ�UHVLVWDQFH�ZDV�UHSODFHG�E\�
a fundamentalist resistance less able to win international support thanks to the policies of the Israeli state and in some cases thanks to 
GLUHFW�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�E\�WKH�,VUDHOL�VHFUHW�VHUYLFHV�īDQG�DOVR�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�LQHSWLWXGH�DQG�FRUUXSWLRQ�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQ�OHIW�LWVHOIĬ��MLKDGLVP�
in Iraq appeared out of thin air and became the principal force opposed to the occupation, thanks to a Pentagon campaign to give them 
PRUH�SURWDJĦ�RQLVP�LQ�WKH�PHGLD��WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�GLɼFXOW�WR�VXEVWDQWLDWH�DFFXVDWLRQV�WKDW�WKH�VHFUHW�VHUYLFHV�RI�*UHDW�%ULWDLQ�DQG�WKH�86�
RUJDQL]HG�LQWHUUHOLJLRXV�DWWHQWDWV�īEHWZHHQ�6KLLWH�DQG�6XQQLĬ�WKDW�ZHUH�EODPHG�RQ�MLKDGLVWV��EUHDNLQJ�WKH�VROLGDULW\�EHWZHHQ�VHFWRUV�RI�
the resistance and increasing fundamentalism.

7KH�(1&2817(5�LV�WKH�PRVW�LQIRUPDO�RSWLRQ��,W�IXQFWLRQV�OLNH�
an assembly or an array of diverse spaces that galvanizes the links 
between the people and the projects that constitute it. It is structured 
WR�IDFLOLWDWH�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�SDUWLFLSDQWV��PXOWLSOH�RI�ZKRP�
can initiate a joint structure without everyone having to participate. 
In other words, it functions by adhesion. It can be a space of debate, 
EXW�QRW�RI�FRQVHQVXV�ĪEH\RQG�D�FRQVHQVXV�RQ�FHUWDLQ�PLQLPXPVī��
3URSRVDOV�FDQ�EH�PDGH�LQ�WKH�HQFRXQWHU��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�ORRNLQJ�
for complicities and not arriving at a unitary decision among everyone. 
It is a decentralized structure par excelence.

Its advantages are that it does not present the danger of centralization 
RU�EXUHDXFUDWL]DWLRQ��,W�LV�D�YHU\�ÀXLG�DQG�OLJKWZHLJKW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
that activates the potential of the participants’ will and that dies the 
moment they stop dedicating energies to it. Its disadvantages are that 
LW�GRHV�QRW�HQDEOH�XQL¿HG�DFWLRQ�RU�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�DQG�SODQQLQJ�RI�
campaigns or activities among everyone, in those moments when it 
seems necessary to do so. In such a case it would have to function 
as an assembly, which might or might not work given the number of 
SDUWLFLSDQWV�DQG�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�GLɱHUHQFH�DPRQJ�WKHP�

7KH�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�Ĭcoordinadoraĭ�LV�IRUPDO��EXW�LW�DOVR�SODFHV�JUHDW�
emphasis on the autonomy of its members. It can serve to share 
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�SURSRVDOVħE\�DGKHVLRQ�RU�LQ�D�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�ZD\ħDQG�
also to plan unitary actions and campaigns. The participants can be 
individuals and collectives, or only collectives, but the coordination is 
distinct from an assembly or collective because it is a focal point for 
multiple forces, and the force available to it surpasses that of all the 
individuals present in the space. It is also assumed that its participants 
KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�VWUXJJOHV��UHVRXUFHV��DQG�QHWZRUNV��3ODQQLQJ�LQ�WKH�
coordination can be carried out by work groups, in the assembly 
itself if it is not too large, or member collectives can bring proposals 
that have already been elaborated. In any case, a process of delegation 
exists to communicate proposals between the central assembly of the 
coordination and the collectives that compose it.

In a coordination, participants can organize debates, but it is not such 
a common activity, given that they are not seeking greater unity, as in 
a federation, nor a deepening of relationships, as in an encounter, but 
a pragmatic contact for concrete activities.

43



change their ideas and begin to support one or another initiative 
ĪKRSHIXOO\�ZLWKRXW�ORVLQJ�WKHLU�HDUO\�FULWLTXHī��DV�KDV�KDSSHQHG�LQ�
Catalunya or Greece.

When many anarchist projects exist in the same region, organization 
can amplify their force and help them overcome previously insurmountable 
problems and limitations, opening new dimensions of struggle. Or, 
organization can cause them to centralize, abandon their prior 
terrains of struggle, and become asphixiated by the demands of unity.

A text of the recent initiative of the “Gathering of Libertarian 
Infrastructures” gives an example of what opening another dimension 
of struggle could mean. In Catalunya there are many constructive 
SURMHFWV�ĪOLNH�JDUGHQV��ZRUNVKRSV��SULQWVKRSV���ī��,QGLYLGXDOO\��HDFK�
one has to fend for itself, usually searching for the means of survival 
within democratic legality and the capitalist market, and sometimes 
falling into the ideologies of the same, when they begin to support 
alternativism, the use of money, and the production of “ethical” 
merchandise. But by coordinating, they would create the possibility 
of developing a gift economy, putting anarchic relations in practice, 
and becoming a more integral part of the struggles.

Another example, hypothetical but based in real experiences, 
would be a country where there are multiple prisoner support 
groups. Organizing together, they could share resources and experiences, 
avoid the duplication of work, and ensure that no prisoner goes without 
VXSSRUW�DQG�WKDW�DOO�WKH�DVSHFWV�RI�VXSSRUW�DUH�VXɷFLHQWO\�HODERUDWHG��
The fact that the initiatives of coordination are posterior to the 
existence of the individual projects is a great help, because it 
demonstrates that each group already has a real practice and 
D�FDSDFLW\�IRU�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ��+DYLQJ�RSHQHG�WKHLU�RZQ�SDWK��
each group will have diverse and autonomous perspectives. On the 
contrary, initiatives and projects that arise from a large organization 
are like houses built from the roof down. They will lack an already 
developed activity and experiences of their own. Most likely they 
will be phantasmal.

If the appropriate density to initiate metaorganization is present, what form 
should it take?
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accused us for not supporting state communism. Worldwide, the 
majority of marginalized people are culturally distant enough from Islam 
that they are unlikely to ever identify with Islamic fundamentalism 
ĪDOWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�D�ELOOLRQ�SHRSOH�ZKRP�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�OLNH�WKH�,VODPLF�
6WDWH�DUH�VHHNLQJ�WR�UHSUHVHQW�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�DV�FRUHOLJLRQLVWVī�

The new dichotomy has another weakness: quite the opposite of 
the ruling dichotomy during the Cold War, the current one has been 
constructed in an era when the principal world powers enjoy very 
OLWWOH�OHJLWLPDF\�DQG�WUXVW��7KH�EORDWHG��JUHHG\��DQG�DUURJDQW�¿JXUH�
of the United States in 2001 is a far cry from the heroic protector of 
OLEHUW\�IURP�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�:RUOG�:DUV��$QG�WKH�(XURSH�RI�������WKH�
Europe of austerity, of corruption, of bloody borders, doesn’t look 
much better.

In other words, we live in a world where the powerful are trying 
to hide and to crush revolts, the desire for freedom, and revolutionary 
movements behind a curtain of antiterrorism. Antiterrorism is 
still convincing, it still mobilizes people and serves to justify more 
repression and control, but at the same time, this is a world in crisis, 
in which the majority of perturbed people, angry people, precarious 
people, are reluctant to trust either of the two poles of power. It is 
a dichotomy made to be taken apart, to allow us to again create a 
VHOIĥGH¿QHG�VSDFH�RI�VWUXJJOH�DQG�IUHHGRP�

Yet it seems that few anarchists have taken notice that attacking 
antiterrorism, discursively and in practice, will not only decommission 
one of the most potent weapons in the state arsenal, it might also 
EH�RXU�RQO\�FKDQFH�RI�UHJDLQLQJ�RXU�SURWDJRQLVP��VHOIĥGH¿QLQJ�D�
subjectivity of negation and rebellion, and projecting revolutionary 
paths in the coming years.

)LJKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQDO�GLFKRWRP\�RI�WHUURULVP�IURP�DQ�
anarchist position might bring us into contact with unexpected allies, 
as the upsurge in solidarity with the Kurdish liberation movement 
foreshadows, because the true opponents and victims of Islamic State 
fundamentalists throughout the Global South will either have to 
ally with the West or develop their own anarchistic visions. In fact, 
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,VODPLF�6WDWH�KDV�D�JUHDW�GHDO�LQ�FRPPRQ�ZLWK�6\UL]D�DQG�3RGHPRV��
WKH�PRVW�VKRFNLQJ�GLɱHUHQFHV�DUH�PHUHO\�IXQFWLRQV�RI�WKH�OHYHO�RI�
violence that has been normalized in the societies where each was 
born, and the relative legitimacy that such violence grants to 
discourses and practices of revenge.

7KH�ZULWLQJV�RI�2VDPD�ELQ�/DGHQ�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�DOĥ4DLGD�ZDV�
largely an attempt to open space for an Islamic capitalism. This goal 
immediately suggests a predisposition to coopt and lead the broader 
DQWLĥFRORQLDO�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DURVH��,Q�IDFW��
DOĥ4DLGD¶V�RULJLQDO�JHRSROLWLFDO�QHHG�WR�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�ERWK�WKH�8665�
and the USA foreshadowed the subsequent historical situation in 
ZKLFK�DQWLĥFRORQLDO�PRYHPHQWV��VWLOO�GD]HG�IURP�WKHLU�IDLOHG�VXFFHVVHV�
in the ‘60s and ‘70s, when they lost by winning, would no longer be 
able to appeal for help and protection to one of two dominant world 
powers. Their decentralized, stateless organization was a necessary 
DGDSWDWLRQ�WR�D�PRUH�GLɷFXOW�VHFXULW\�VLWXDWLRQ��,Q�RUGHU�WR�H[HUFLVH�D�
YDQJXDUGLVW�UHODWLRQVKLS�YLV�D�YLV�WKH�GLUHFWLRQOHVV�DQWLĥFRORQLDO�PRYHPHQWV�
ĪZKLFK�HYHQ�WKHQ�ZHUH�JHDULQJ�XS�WRZDUGV�WKHLU�DQWLĥJOREDOL]DWLRQ�SKDVHī��
DOĥ4DLGD�KDG�WR�VSUHDG�DQ�LGHRORJ\�HQDEOLQJ�RUWKRGR[LFDO�SXULW\�Ī,VODPLF�
IXQGDPHQWDOLVP�SOD\LQJ�WKH�VDPH�UROH�DV�0DU[LVP�EHIRUH�LWī�DQG�WR�XVH�
VSHFWDFXODU�WDFWLFV�WR�FDSWXUH�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�ĪVLPLODU�WR�KRZ�
JURXSV�OLNH�WKH�5$)�DQG�WKH�5HG�%ULJDGHV�DVVHUWHG�KHJHPRQ\�RYHU�
EURDG�PRYHPHQWVī�

On both of these fronts, Islamic State has surpassed them, coalescing a 
GHFHQWUDOL]HG�QHWZRUN�LQWR�DQ�DFWXDO�VWDWH�VWUXFWXUH��:KHUHDV�DOĥ4DLGD�
simply overshadowed other elements of the resistance movement 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, and elsewhere, IS has the possibility to actually 
PRQRSROL]H�WKH�UHVLVWDQFH��NLOOLQJ�Rɱ�DQ\�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�RSSRVH�ERWK�
IXQGDPHQWDOLVP�DQG�WKH�:HVW��Ī,QFLGHQWDOO\��WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,6�KDV�
centralized a decentralized network and given the West what its 
FRQYHQWLRQDO�PLOLWDU\�ORJLF�ORQJ�FUDYHGħDQ�HQHP\�VWDWHħVXJJHVWV�
the involvement of Western secret services in its creation; however, 
contrary to the conspiracy nuts, we would have to assert that it does 
QRW�PDNH�PXFK�GLɱHUHQFH��EHFDXVH�LQ�HLWKHU�FDVH��ZKDW�DQDUFKLVWV�
RSSRVHħ�WKH�VWDWLVW�ORJLFħZRXOG�EH�HTXDOO\�SUHVHQWī�
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Before moving on to the question of metaorganization or larger scale 
organization, something must be said about the historical debate between 
the formal and informal postures. Although the debate normally takes place 
in an unnecessary way, opposing two forms of organization, each with their 
advantages and disadvantages, as though we had to choose between them, it is 
the partisans of formality who have tended to err most. They often ignore the 
history of the large formal structures, with their betrayals and failures, and 
they often use demagogery instead of lucid arguments, for example blurring 
informality with the failure of formal structures. If the people in a formal 
organization do not carry out the commitments they have formally engaged, or 
if they continue to create informal hierarchies, this is not an example of informality, 
but of a failure of formality.

%H\RQG�LQGLYLGXDO�SURMHFWV�H[LVWV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�PHWDRUJDQL]DWLRQħ
WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQVħDQG�WKH�SUHWHQVLRQ�RI�ODUJH�VFDOH�
organization. It is here that the criterion of density takes on a critical 
importance. When we speak of density, we are referring to the frequency, 
intensity, and proximity of anarchist activity, including all the individual 
projects we have just mentioned.

Too often, proposals for more organization are raised in anarchist 
GHVHUWVħUHJLRQV�ZLWK�OLWWOH�DFWLYLW\�RU�IHZ�DQDUFKLVWVħ�RU�DQDUFKLVW�
VZDPSVħUHJLRQV�ZLWK�PDQ\�DQDUFKLVWV��EXW�ZKR�DUH�LQDFWLYH�RU�LQ�D�UXW�
ĪIRU�H[DPSOH��%DUFHORQD�DIWHU�WKH�IDOO�RI�WKH�QHZ�SRSXODU�PRYHPHQWVī��
These are destined to fail. Organization itself does not generate more 
activity if there is nothing to organize. On the contrary, it spends a 
great deal of energy to constitute structures that will be immobilizing 
from the beginning. There are few things sadder than an anarchist 
³PDVV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ´�RU�³SODWIRUP´�ZLWK��ĥ���PHPEHUV�LQ�DQ�HQWLUH�
country, like those that have appeared from time to time in the UK, 
the Balkans, North and South America. It is also sad to see dozens of 
comrades dedicating so much time to building a large organization 
while they go missing in their work in the neighborhood, subversion 
LQ�WKH�ZRUNSODFH��DQG�WKH�¿JKW�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�

Metaorganization, with few exceptions, only makes sense where 
there is a high anarchist density. In those moments, comrades who 
had previously always opposed initiatives for large organizations will 
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So, in order to change unfortunate dynamics, the most important 
thing is for the group to have a decisive will to do it. Approving a 
formal structure to solve the problem is just a way to wash one’s 
hands of it. Nonetheless, formal structures can serve as tools, if the 
necessary will is really present, because they oblige us to break with 
our habitual patterns and behaviors, which are often unexamined.

)RUPDO�VWUXFWXUHV�FDQ�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�HQWU\�RI�QHZ�SHRSOH�ĪZKLFK�PLJKW�
QRW�EH�DQ�REMHFWLYH�RI�WKH�SURMHFWī��PDNLQJ�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�JURXS�LV�
not just a closed circle of friends. But also, if they are excessive, they 
FDQ�VFDUH�Rɱ�QHZ�SHRSOH��JLYHQ�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�D�VHFW�RU�EXUHDXFUDWLF�
party. A very isolated group, for example in a country or region with 
few anarchists, can make use of formality to facilitate contact with 
other isolated people who are looking for companions, or contact 
with comrades in other countries.

In heterogeneous and intergenerational assemblies, informality is 
normally better if it is not a space for making unitary decisions, 
because informality generates an environment of familiarity and 
trust, and normally it is the young political animals who most 
easily dominate formal structures. But if it is a space for making 
unitary decisions, formality can be better to help people learn 
WR�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�LQ�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�HTXDOLW\�ĪWKRXJK�WKH\�VKRXOG�
know that equality is always�LOOXVRU\ī�DQG�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�DVVHPEO\�
from becoming dominated by an informal hierarchy. There will be 
some people who are better at controlling formal structures, and this 
is a danger, but being a heterogeneous space and as such one with less 
trust, participants will not have as easy a time making direct criticisms, 
which is the best weapon against informal hierarchies.

Here an important dynamic becomes visible. In a space of unitary 
GHFLVLRQĥPDNLQJ�ĪGHFLVLRQV�WKDW�DUH�DSSOLHG�WR�HYHU\RQH��ZLWK�WKH�LGHD�
WKDW�DFWLRQV�DUH�DOVR�WDNHQ�LQ�D�XQL¿HG�ZD\ī��SRZHU�LV�FHQWUDOL]HG��DQG�
thus the problem arises of the control of the assembly. In a decentralized 
VSDFHħRQH�RI�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�DPRQJ�DXWRQRPRXV�JURXSV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV��
RQH�RI�HQFRXQWHU��RU�RQH�RI�YROXQWDU\�DGKHVLRQ�WR�GHFLVLRQVħSRZHU�LV�
GLɱXVH�DQG�WKH�VDPH�SUREOHPDWLF�GRHV�QRW�H[LVW�

The Crisis:
&DSLWDOLVP�LV�LQ�D�SURIRXQG�FULVLV��,W�LV�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DQG�LW�ZRQ¶W�
EH�WKH�ODVW��EXW�LW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�ZKLFK�LWV�FULVLV�RI�DFFXPXODWLRQ�
overlaps with a planetary crisis, the unfolding failure of the ecosystems 
WKDW�VXVWDLQ�OLIH�RQ�WKLV�SODQHW��$QG�LW�LV�DOVR�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�D�FULVLV�
of accumulation occurs in a world with nuclear weapons, in which it 
is unclear which will be the next political power to organize the world 
system and in which the power that has passed its zenith still has 
the military might to liquidate any competitor that seeks to replace 
it. Little by little the United States loses its hegemony, incapable 
of imposing its will in Southeast Asia, in the Middle East, in South 
America, in Eastern Europe. Nonetheless, it maintains the force to 
ensure that no other authority can impose a new hegemony. If they 
don’t reach an accord to share power in a new world system, half a 
dozen countries have the ability to blow up the entire planet to make 
sure that no one gets any of the pie.

The industrial expansion led by the United States after World War II 
UHDFKHG�LWV�FRQFOXVLRQ�LQ�WKH�µ��V��DQG�VLQFH�WKHQ�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�H[SDQVLRQ�
has generated so much surplus value that there is nowhere to put it. Most 
economic activity has migrated to countries like China, South Korea, 
Vietnam, Singapore, Malaysia, Turkey, and Brazil. But the structures 
and institutions of economic management belong to North America 
and Western Europe. And several of these structures were hit hard 
by the bankruptcies and scandals related to the 2008 crisis. The 
VXSSRVHG�ZRUOG�OHDGHUV�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�RɱHU�D�VDIH�KRPH�IRU�FDSLWDO�
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/LNHZLVH��6\UL]D�DQG�3RGHPRV�DURVH�DPLGVW�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�EXW�WHPSRUDULO\�
directionless movements, over which they quickly established hegemony, 
WXUQLQJ�WKHP�LQWR�VWDWHĥEXLOGLQJ�IRUFHV��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�VSUHDG�PLVHU\�
with the instrument of law rather than bombs and knives is an aesthetic 
GLɱHUHQFH�PRUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�WR�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVWV�WKDQ�WR�SHRSOH�LQWHUHVWHG�
in emancipating themselves.



A recession and collapse of the magnitude of 1929 has only been 
avoided, for the moment, by the massive immigration of capital to 
WKH�UHDO�HVWDWH�PDUNHWVħWKH�¿WWHVW�IRU�VSHFXODWLQJ�DQG�DEVRUELQJ�
JUHDW�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�FDSLWDOħRI�&KLQD��7XUNH\��DQG�%UD]LO��7KH�EXEEOH�
is about to burst.

What could prevent it from bursting? If the pattern in force in the 
global economy since the 15th century continues, only a new industrial 
expansion. Where could such an expansion take place, and with what 
materials? It is not clear. Is there a new process of industrialization able 
to absorb the greatest quantity of liquid capital in history and turning 
LW�LQWR�SUR¿WV"�7KH�UXQDZD\�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�VPDUWSKRQHV�DQG�VLPLODU�
gadgets doesn’t come close, and these products are already reaching 
the poorest corners of the world. And what new territories can be 
developed? Africa seems to be the only continent that could still 
host an intense process of capitalist development, but it is not 
ELJ�HQRXJKħ�QHLWKHU�LQ�SRSXODWLRQ�QRU�WHUULWRU\ħWR�DEVRUE�WKH�
unimaginable quantity of liquid capital that is currently seeking 
investment, nor do we imagine that being invested in Africa would 
DOORZ�LW�WR�SURGXFH�LPPHGLDWH�SUR¿WV�

It must be understood that with each expansion, the quantity of 
capital in play grows exponentially. In contrast, the world population 
is not growing as fast and the planet isn’t growing at all, in fact the 
energetic and biological capacity of the planet to sustain the economic 
processes of its most ungrateful species is decreasing.

Logically, the only country not conquered by capitalism, the only 
terrain able to host the next expansion of capitalism is outer space. 
We say it with complete sincerity: it must take the path of asteroid 
mining and the terraforming of Mars. Capitalism runs into a problem 
here, and it might be the only hope that we have to turn the present 
crisis into a blow that topples the world system rather than serving as 
LPSHWXV�IRU�DQRWKHU�UHVWUXFWXULQJ��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�KLVWRU\��LW�PD\�
be that the crisis of accumulation has arrived before the technologies 
necessary for the next economic expansion. A few years still remain 
EHIRUH�D�SUR¿WDEOH�FRORQL]DWLRQ�RI�RXWHU�VSDFH�FDQ�EH�IHDVLEOH�
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groups of workers, gardens, assemblies, feminist initiatives, groups of 
VHOIĥGHIHQVH�DQG�WUDLQLQJ��HWF��,GHDOO\�WKH\�FKRRVH�WKH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�
WKH�OHYHO�RI�IRUPDOLW\�RU�LQIRUPDOLW\�WKDW�EHVW�¿WV�WKHLU�SURMHFW��IUHH�
of dogmas or prefabricated schemas. They can use formal consensus, 
informal consensus, the separation of tasks and functions, delegation, 
and even voting if they know how to protect themselves from the 
danger of majorities.

A project might also be the initiative of an individual who looks for ad 
hoc complicity and collaboration, as is the case with a disproportionate 
number of small projects with the greatest quality and duration.

$PRQJ�DOO�WKHVH�RSWLRQV��LQIRUPDOLW\�IDYRUV�WUXVW��DɷQLW\��DQG�D�ÀXLG�
DQG�UDSLG�IXQFWLRQLQJ��)RUPDOLW\�IDFLOLWDWHV�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�VSDFH�WKDW�
is accessible for new people and also facilitates a change in internal 
dynamics, if there exists a decisive will to carry it out. This last point is 
highly important. When we speak of internal dynamics a group might 
want to change, we are think ing of things like irresponsibility and lack 
RI�FRPPLWPHQW��ODFN�RI�VHOIĥFULWLFLVP��KLHUDUFK\��VH[LVW�EHKDYLRUV��HWF��
There are many who think that a formal structure in and of itself 
can change or overcome the internal dynamic of a group. This is 
FRPSOHWHO\�IDOVH��$V�GHPRFUDF\�ZHOO�GHPRQVWUDWHVħDW�D�ODUJH�RU�VPDOO�
VFDOHħ�IRUPDO�VWUXFWXUHV�DOVR�VHUYH�WR�KLGH�XQZDQWHG�G\QDPLFV�RU�WR�
generate the illusion that the problem is being solved. The most 
important element is always the culture of the group, which is 
reproduced above all in informal spaces.

It is vital to understand that there is no dichotomy, symmetry, or congruence 
between these two terms. The informal always surpasses the formal. There is 
no formal structure capable of replacing informal space. Not even the most 
EXUHDXFUDWLF�6WDWH�LV�IUHH�RI�LQIRUPDO�VSDFHV�DQG�UHODWLRQV��LQ�IDFW��LW�LV�ZLWKLQ�
informal channels that the power legitimated and hidden by formal structures 
often moves. This is because reality itself is informal. An uncritical rationalism 
among certain anarchists has made them forget that the universe is chaotic, 
and this is one of the few advantages we have against the State.



A large part of the initiatives for anarchist organization that we have 
VHHQ�IDLO�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�\HDUV�ZHUH�VXɱRFDWHG�E\�SHRSOH�ZKR�GLG�QRW�
KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�SURMHFWXDOLW\��ZKR�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�¿QG�DQG�
develop their own struggles, who demanded that the organization 
itself be a space for generating struggles.

But struggles are not created by a set of initials. Struggles are born in 
the streets. Organizations either serve to coordinate and amplify an 
activity that already exists, or they don’t serve for anything at all. As 
the comrades of the MIL said, organization is the organization of the 
tasks of the struggle.

As such, the necessity for organization depends on the density of anarchist 
activity in a place or region.

The most basic unit that conforms an anarchist density is the project. 
Individual projects tend to organize themselves. In this category we 
¿QG�VRFLDO�FHQWHUV��DFWLRQ�JURXSV��SURSDJDQGD�JURXSV��SXEOLFDWLRQV��
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Anarchist Organization:

$QG�LI�ZH�UHFUXLW�XVLQJ�VXSHU¿FLDO�SURSDJDQGD��ZKDW�DUH�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�
D�ODUJH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��LQÀDWHG�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�XQUHDOLVWLF�H[SHFWDWLRQV�
and a total ignorance of the history of struggle?

Delivering such criticisms, I have only encountered evasions. Contrary 
to such evasions, it is not a question of being many anarchists or being 
few. The majority of populist formations are as small as a gathering of 
DɷQLW\�JURXSV��RU�VPDOOHU�

Often, the obsession with recruiting or creating a large anarchist 
organization or “capacity for mobilization” is nothing but a substitute 
that hides an absolute lack of struggles of our own. In struggle, we 
deepen our ideas and practices and we encounter new comrades, new 
complicities. It is often the people who have no struggle in their daily 
OLIH��ZKR�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�¿QG�VRFLDO�FRQÀLFWV��ZKR�SURSRVH�FUHDWLQJ�
large organizations based on recruitment, or creating a mobilizing 
capacity based on seductive techniques of communication.

But here we see where the State has put us in check. Over the course 
of several decades, it has killed the popular capacity for imagination. A 
hundred years ago revolutionary imaginaries were alive. We insist that 
such imaginaries are indispensable for a revolution, that no insurrection 
can grow and overcome its internal obstacles without widely shared 
revolutionary imaginaries and without a popular imagination capable 
of adapting imaginaries, in a decentralized way, according to the 
needs of the struggle.

7KH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�LPDJLQDULHV�GLHG��GURZQHG�LQ�EORRG�RQ�WKH�EDWWOH¿HOGV�
RI�WKH�)LUVW�:RUOG�:DU��D�PRUELG�GUDPD�WKDW�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKH�IDWDO�
ZHDNQHVV�RI�WKH�SUROHWDULDQ�FODVV��DQG�VXɱRFDWHG�E\�%ROVKHYLN�F\QLFLVP�DIWHU�
WKHLU�5XVVLDQ�&RXQWHUUHYROXWLRQ��DQRWKHU�IHWLG�DɱDLU�WKDW�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW�
the institutions of power are stronger and more determinant than class, and 
that proletarians can easily be educated to serve as oppressors.

8OWLPDWHO\��LPDJLQDWLRQħWKH�FDSDFLW\�WR�JHQHUDWH�QHZ�LPDJLQDULHVħ
has atrophied to the brink of death thanks to the techniques of the 
6SHFWDFOH��WKH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�LQGXVWU\�¿UVW�PRGHOHG�LQ�+ROO\ZRRG�
and more recently in the new technological devices: the computers, 
video games, and game apps that so few revolutionaries have pointed 
RXW�DV�EHLQJ�DPRQJ�RXU�¿HUFHVW�HQHPLHV�

With the death of imagination, who could resist when capitalism 
RɱHUV�XV�QHZ�ZRUOGV"�7KH�PRPHQW�LW�DFKLHYHV�LWV�VHOIĥLQWHUHVWHG�GUHDP��
revealing it to be yet another step forward for exploitation, perhaps 
many revolutionaries will regret their foolish, lazy, acritical, populist, and 
cowardly postures in favor of technology. But it will be too late.
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If capitalism does not manage to resuscitate itself and ignite an 
industrial expansion before the speculative bubble pops, we will be 
faced with a poverty much deeper than the one we already know.

$UH�ZH�SUHSDUHG�WR�UHVLVW�HPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�KXQJHU��WKH�EUHDNĥXS�RI�RXU�
fragile communities by an extreme misery? Or are we not even thinking 
of it? Are we not betting on a violent and catastrophic rupture with 
the capitalist system that currently feeds us? Were we imagining that 
we could keep on eating from the supermarkets, that there would be 
a smooth transition between the system of money and businesses and 
D�WRWDO�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKDW�DIWHU�D�JHQHUDO�VWULNH�RU�VLPLODU�HYHQW��ZH�
ZRXOG�WDNH�GRZQ�VRPH�EDUULFDGHV��¿[�D�IHZ�GDPDJHV��DQG�FRQWLQXH�
living as before, only without laws or bosses?

There is another possibility: a controlled collapse into a technosocialism 
ZRUVH�WKDQ�WKH�PRVW�KRUULI\LQJ�ZRUN�RI�VFLHQFH�¿FWLRQ��7KH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�
of infrastructure and value has always been an important activity for 
capitalism. The devastation produced by a war or the deterioration 
ZKLFK�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�¿UVW�VWDJH�RI�JHQWUL¿FDWLRQ�DUH�NH\�WR�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�
the posterior economic growth. In this sense, new technologies being 
developed by Google and Apple present a chance of clearing the way for a 
currently stagnant capitalism. 

The internet of things could merely be an unprecedented augmentation 
LQ�WKH�OHYHO�RI�WHFKQRORJLFDO�FRQWURO��WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW��¿QDOO\��RI�WKH�
panopticon society. But it could also evolve into a sort of technosocialism, 
which is to say, an extreme rationalization of economic processes, 
ultimately superceding the shortterm interests of the bourgeoisie 
ĪRI�WKH�HDUOLHU�HSRFK�RI�FDSLWDOLVPī�DQG�RI�WKH�PXOWLQDWLRQDOV�ĪRI�WKH�
FXUUHQW�HSRFK�ZKLFK�PLJKW�EH�FRPLQJ�WR�LWV�HQGī��7R�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�
more clearly, we can take the example of the new smartcars. Understood 
within the prevailing logic, this would just be another product: an 
automated, electric car that drives itself; a more expensive car model, 
more fetishized, available for wealthier consumers; another invention 
WKDW�ZRXOG�JLYH�WKH�SDWHQWĥRZQLQJ�FRPSDQ\�DQ�HSKLPHUDO�DGYDQWDJH�
in the market.
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Collapse or Technosocialism: the contrary, it calls on the public to identify as anarchists, seeking 
complicity without risks, without a depth of ideas, without strong 
FRPPLWPHQWV��ZLWKRXW�D�SURFHVV�RI�WRWDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�ĪDQG�,¶P�QRW�
even referring to the transformation of the world as much as to the 
personal transformation that all of us had to go through to become 
DQDUFKLVWVī��6XUH��LQ�D�SRVWHU�RU�D�YLGHR��RQH�FDQQRW�FRPPXQLFDWH�
everything, but it can be made plain that there exist deeper critiques, 
ULVNV��FRQÀLFW�

Propaganda can be an invitation to seek, to investigate, to plumb the depths, to 
begin a process of transformation. But recruitment does not aim for any of this.

7KH�LQWURGXFWRU\�PDWHULDOV�RI�WKH�)$&�IDOO�LQWR�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�
marketing: being attractive and being easy to digest. Going to prison 
isn’t attractive. Getting beaten by the police isn’t attractive. Spending 
hours on end in assemblies isn’t attractive. Years and decades of defeat 
are not attractive. As such, they are left out of the vision of anarchism 
that the populists present.

Only based on these materials, my grandmother could be considered 
an anarchist. My grandmother is not an anarchist. It’s not a problem, 
she’s a great person and I love her a lot, but she’s a far cry from a 
FRPUDGH��7KRXJK�VKH�WKLQNV�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�LQMXVWLFH�
are great, she doesn’t want to dedicate herself to the destruction of the 
State and she won’t support the people committed to this project in the 
PHGLXPĥ�RU�ORQJĥWHUP��:H�GRQ¶W�ZLQ�DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWK�LOOXVRU\�DOOLDQFHV�
and complicities.

We must ask: what kind of person would be recruited with such 
DQ�DWWUDFWLYH�YLVLRQ�RI�DQDUFKLVP"�3HRSOH�ZKR�GLVWDQFH�WKHPVHOYHV�
from the struggle as soon as the police start breaking down doors 
LQ�WKH�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�DQG�WDNLQJ�RXU�FRPUDGHV�DZD\�LQ�KDQGFXɱV"�
3HRSOH�ZKR�OHW�WKHPVHOYHV�JHW�VZHSW�DORQJ�WR�YRWH�LQ�HOHFWLRQV�DQG�
HQWHU�LQWR�PXQLFLSDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV"�3HRSOH�ZKR�DUH�QRW�LQ�DQ\�SURFHVV�RI�
VHOIĥHGXFDWLRQ��RI�SURIRXQG�VWXG\�DQG�FULWLTXH��ZKR�GRQ¶W�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�
WKH�ZRUOG�WKH\�OLYH�LQ�ZRUNV�QRU�ZKHUH�WR�¿QG�WKH�URRWV�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ"
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+LVWRU\�DOVR�RɱHUV�XV�RWKHU�HSLVRGHV�WKDW�WKH�SRSXOLVWV�LJQRUH��
either by laziness or by choice. Bernays invented the philosophy 
and science of public relations, but he was not the one who invented 
PDQ\�RI�WKH�VSHFL¿F�WHFKQLTXHV��7RGD\¶V�SRSXOLVWV�DUH�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�
to try to use aesthetic methods to spread their ideas and change the 
world. Early in the twentieth century, the Dadaists already tried to 
make a revolution through subversive communication, and they did 
it with much more intelligence, creativity, and dedication. And it was 
a grand failure. But capitalist companies took note and appropriated 
the Dadaists’ techniques. Their aesthetic advances, their methods 
RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��SURYHG�WR�EH�PRUH�HɱHFWLYH�ZKHQ�OLQNHG�ZLWK�
capitalist processes, utilized for the sale of products rather than as 
D�UHYROXWLRQDU\�VHGXFWLRQ��7KH�LQQRYDWLYH�5XVVLDQ�DUWLVW�5RGFKHQNR�
VXɱHUHG�D�VLPLODU�GHVWLQ\��ZLWK�KLV�ZRUN�DSSURSULDWHG�E\�WKH�%ROVKHYLN�
authorities and later by the public relations industry in the West.

7KH�PDUNHWLQJ�PDQLD�LV�RQO\�MXVWL¿HG�E\�WKH�XQH[DPLQHG�ZHDNQHVV�
of the populists. They can tell they are alone, but they have not 
understood the social structures that provoke their isolation, and 
they have no revolutionary projectuality to break those structures.

What they seek to do is recruit.

In order to criticize the practice of recruitment, it could be fruitful to 
WDNH�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�)$&��WKH�$QDUFKLVW�)HGHUDWLRQ�RI�&DWDOXQ\D��
It must be said that this organization is heterogeneous, and it would 
be unfair to label it as populist, though it contains populist elements. 
,W�PXVW�DOVR�EH�VDLG�WKDW�WKHLU�FDPSDLJQ�RI�LQWURGXFWLRQ�ĬWR�DQQRXQFH�
WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�IHGHUDWLRQ�DQG�SUHVHQW�LW�WKURXJKRXW�&DWDOXQ\Dĭ��LQ�
which we can spot populist dynamics, was carried out with a praiseĥ
worthy energy and enthusiasm. We would be in a better position if every 
ĪRSHQī�DQDUFKLVW�SURMHFW�SXVKHG�LWVHOI�DV�PXFK�WR�LQYLWH�FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�
open itself up to participation.

But it is necessary to make a criticism of the poster and video they 
published within this campaign, under the slogan: “Do you think you 
might be an anarchist?” The materials used in their introduction don’t 
PDNH�D�VHULRXV�UHIHUHQFH�WR�VRFLDO�FRQÀLFWV��WR�WKH�UHDOLWLHV�RI�VWUXJJOH��
nor to the enormous challenge we anarchists are faced with. On 
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%XW�LI�WKH�DSSURDFKħHVSHFLDOO\�E\�*RRJOHħWKDW�VHHNV�D�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�
UDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ�YLD�QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�LV�UHDOL]HG�ĪDQG�DW�WKH�PRPHQW�WKH�
only obstacle is the uncertainty as to whether states will support or 
LPSHGH�WKLV�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��EHFDXVH�WKH�WHFKQRORJ\�DOUHDG\�H[LVWVī��
ZH�ZLOO�¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�IDFHG�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�SRVVLELOLW\��7KH�smartcar, to 
take this one example, would not be another product bought by 
individuals in accordance with the logic of private property until 
now in force. New technologies would permit smartcars to function 
DV�DOLHQDWHGĥFROOHFWLYH�SURSHUW\�GHSOR\HG�LQ�WKH�PRVW�HɷFLHQW�
PDQQHU�SRVVLEOH�ĪDV�DQ�H[DPSOH�ZH�KDYH�WKH�YHU\�SULPLWLYH�Bicing 
PRGHO�LQ�%DUFHORQD�ĬVXEVFULSWLRQĥEDVHG�FROOHFWLYH�ELF\FOH�VHUYLFH�
GLVWULEXWHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FLW\��OLNH�WKH�3URYR¶V�³<HOORZ�%LNHV´�
SURJUDP�ZLWKRXW�WKH�DQWLFDSLWDOLVW�HOHPHQWĭī��9LD�DQ�DSS��\RX�ZRXOG�
reserve a voyage and the smartcar would come to pick you up. You’d 
pay a subscription, as the car would not belong to you, but would be a 
facet of the city itself.

6R�ZKDW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�VXFK�D�WHFKQRĥHFRQRPLF�
organization? Beyond the disappearance of the taxi companies, 
LW�ZRXOG�PHDQ�WKH�HQGħRU�DW�OHDVW�D�FULWLFDO�UHGXFWLRQ�LQħ�WKH�
PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�FDSLWDOLVW�HQWHUSULVHV�RI�WKH�SRVWĥZDU�SHULRG��
the automobile makers and the oil companies. It would permit 
a significant “degrowth” as a path for capitalist expansion��)RU�WKH�
¿UVW�WLPH��WKH�V\VWHPLF�GHVWUXFWLRQ�WKDW�IRUPV�D�SDUW�RI�F\FOLFDO�FDSLWDOLVW�
H[SDQVLRQ�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�WKH�VHPLĥXQFRQWUROOHG�UHVXOW�RI�D�SURFHVV�RI�ZDU�
or deterioration, rather it would arise from a rational restructuration par 
excellence��$OLHQDWHGĥFROOHFWLYH�SURSHUW\�DQG�WKH�DOJRULWKPV�WKDW�PDQDJH�
LW�ZRXOG�SHUPLW�WKH�PRVW�HɷFLHQW�XWLOL]DWLRQ�DQG�GHSOR\PHQW�RI�WKH�
totality of vehicles so that they would always be in use or recharging. 
This would allow a great reduction in the total number of vehicles 
DQG�LQ�WKH�WUDQVSRUW�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��3XW�DQRWKHU�ZD\��ZH�DUH�IDFHG�ZLWK�
D�PRGHO�RI�FDSLWDOLVW�H[SDQVLRQ�ĪWKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV��
WKH�WRWDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�FLWLHVī�WKDW�LV�FRPSOHWHO\�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�
SUHFDULW\�ĪDQ\�FRQVXPHU�FDQ�EH�WUDQVSRUWHG�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�WR�RZQ�D�
YHKLFOH��HYHU\�SHUVRQ�FDQ�JHW�E\�ZLWK�OHVV�FRQVXPSWLRQī�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�
HFRORJLFDO�FULVLV��:KDW¶V�PRUH��WKH�VDPH�FRQFHSW�RI�DOLHQDWHGĥFROOHFWLYH�
SURSHUW\��ZLWK�K\SHUĥUDWLRQDO�PDQDJHPHQW��FDQ�EH�SXW�LQWR�HɱHFW�LQ�
matters of housing, education, and other fundamental pillars that bind 
exploited people to the economy.
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8QWLO�QRZ�ZH�KDYH�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�DQWLIDVFLVP�LVħDQG�KDV�EHHQ�VLQFH�
WKH�µ��VħD�OHIWLVW�VWUDWHJ\�WR�FRQWURO�PRYHPHQWV�DQG�REVWUXFW�
truly anticapitalist struggles. It has also always been a failure as 
IDU�DV�¿JKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�IDVFLVP�LV�FRQFHUQHG��6SHFL¿FDOO\�DQDUFKLVW�
VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�FRPEDWLQJ�IDVFLVP�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�HɱHFWLYH��EHFDXVH�
they understand fascism as a tool of the bourgeoisie, equal in this 
sense to democracy, and thus they directly attacked fascism, not at 
WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�LW�HQWHUV�LQWR�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�GHPRFUDF\�ĪULJKWV��FLYLO�
OLEHUWLHV��PRGHUDWLRQī��EXW�DW�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�LW�FRQYHUJHV�ZLWK�WKH�
interests of owners and governors. Since the end World War II, 
antifascism has based itself on exaggeration, panic, and error, as a 
more sober analysis of the phenomenon of neofascism in countries 
OLNH�5XVVLD��*UHHFH��RU�6SDLQ�ZLOO�VKRZ��)DVFLVP�KDV�EHHQ�UHGXFHG�WR�
a puppet and a minoritarian weapon within the democratic arsenal.

But if an even stronger crisis arrives, if the democratic methodology 
for the management of capital is broken and delegitimized, will fascism 
come back? We don’t rule out the possibility, but we predict this will 
only happen in a few less cosmopolitan countries, where the leaders 
DQG�WHFKQRFUDWV�RI�D�JOREDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�GR�QRW�KDYH�VSHFL¿F�VWUDWHJLF�
interests and where they also do not understand the cultural particularities 
ĪOLNH�+XQJDU\�RI�%XOJDULDī��,Q�JHQHUDO��ZH�VHH�WZR�SRVVLELOLWLHV��WKH�VXUYLYDO�
of democracy, in which neofascism is tolerated as a minoritarian tool 
ĪOLNH�LQ�*HUPDQ\ī�RU�VXSSUHVVHG�ZDUQHG�LI�LW�GDUHV�H[FHHG�LWV�YHU\�
OLPLWHG�PDQGDWH�ĪDV�LQ�*UHHFH�RU�5XVVLDī��DQG�LQ�ZKLFK�QRQĥIDVFLVW�
dictatorships are tolerated on the periphery, always with the hope 
that they one day become stable democracies; or the emergence of a 
QHZ�SROLWLFRĥHFRQRPLF�VWUXFWXUDWLRQ�RI�SRZHU�
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Fascism:

-XVW�DV�-DVRQ�5DGHJDV�DQG�/HY�=ORG\�Ī����ī�SUHGLFWHG��VRFLDOLVP�ZDV�QRW�
made possible in accordance with the evolution of productive forces, 
but in accordance with the forces of social control. Collective property 
KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�IHDVLEOH��EXW�RQO\�QRZ�FDQ�DOLHQDWHGĥFROOHFWLYH�SURSHUW\�
be a reality: property deployed according to a collective logic, shared 
property, but which is designed and controlled by the power structures.

SURĥFDSLWDOLVW�SUDFWLFHV�RI�WKH�SRSXOLVWV��WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�VRPH�FULWLFLVPV�
to be made. It is noticeable that the authors subordinated the 
communication of ideas to the demands of marketing: being attractive, 
being easy to digest.

+ROD�'LFWDGXUD contains very simple ideas, scant information, and less 
DQDO\VLV��,W�JLYHV�WKH�UHDGHU�WKH�VHQVDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�UHDGLQJ�Rɱ�WKH�
screen of a smartphone. It looks like one of those yankee magazines 
for brainless patriots like TIME.

The content of +ROD�'LFWDGXUD is, without a doubt, much better than 
that of TIME. In truth, it would be great if everyone in the world 
read it. There would be much less support for the politics of antiĥ
terrorism. But in the end, the critiques they communicate are only 
progressive. There are no anarchist critiques of antiterrorism, which 
means that all the ideas presented in the magazine support democratic 
values. There is a reason for this: anarchist ideas are more complicated 
WR�H[SODLQ�DQG�PRUH�GLɷFXOW�WR�DFFHSW��EHFDXVH�DOO�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�
information people have absorbed throughout their lives is produced 
by various social structures to support the fundamental beliefs of the 
State, patriarchy, and capitalism. It is much easier to use progressive 
arguments against antiterrorism if you want to convince people 
quickly. But faced with a movement animated by such arguments, 
the State would have no problem redirecting or recuperating it via 
a reform, because these are not radical critiques that get to the 
root of the problem.

It’s not a question of an identitarian rejection. The problem isn’t 
that the magazine isn’t printed in all black, with a bad layout, full of 
FLUFOHĥ$V�DQG�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�6WDWH�DQG�&DSLWDO��7KH�SUREOHP�LV�WKDW�LW�
betrays itself, it opts for the easy way that the State already knows 
how to control, that doesn’t contain the depth necessary to develop 
an intelligent struggle.

A better familiarity with history would veto any anarchists wager on 
PDUNHWLQJ��,W�LV�QRW�GLɷFXOW�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKH�RULJLQV�RI�WKLV�SURIHVVLRQ��
It is widely known that the “father” of marketing and public relations 
was Edward Bernays, an important advisor to a dozen presidents and 
global corporations. Any awareness of his work makes it clear that it 
is exclusively a question of the manipulation of the masses.
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Subsequently, we seek the most adequate format to communicate 
that idea. On the contrary, the practice of marketing subordinates 
the content to the form because its fundamental objective is not the 
propagation of an idea but the selling of a product, whether it is a 
QHZ�FDU�RU�WKH�DQDUFKLVW�³EUDQG´�ĪD�JKDVWO\�H[SUHVVLRQ�,�KDYH�KHDUG�
XWWHUHG�E\�D�QXPEHU�RI�SRSXOLVW�FRPUDGHVī��7KH�SURSDJDQGD�SURGXFHG�
by marketing has to be attractive and easy to digest.

These two practices are completely incompatible. Marketing is not 
capable of disseminating profound ideas and critiques, which are 
the only ones with any chance of helping us change this world, with 
its complex systems of domination. Marketing is designed to sell 
VRPHWKLQJħZKDWHYHU�EXOOVKLWħLQ�ODUJH�TXDQWLWLHV�

We have seen how populist comrades have complained that texts 
were too long, in cases of skillfully laid out pamphlets, with a good 
GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�VSDFH�DQG�WH[WV�ZULWWHQ�HOHJDQWO\��ODFNLQJ�DQ\�VXSHUÀXLW\��
They did not suggest seeking a more adequate format for the text, 
nor a correction of the text that would allow it to communicate the 
VDPH�LGHDV�LQ�IHZHU�ZRUGV�Ī,�UHSHDW�WKDW�WKH�IRUPDWV�DQG�WKH�WH[WV�
ZHUH�LPSHFFDEOHī��:KDW�WKH\�ZDQWHG�ZDV�WR�LPSRVH�DQ�LPSOLFLW�
SURKLELWLRQ�LQ�WH[WV�WRR�ORQJ�WR�¿W�LQ�D�WZHHW��7KH\�DUH�DFFRPSOLFHV�
to the infantilization of their audiences and the atrophy of their own 
intellectual capacities.

Let’s consider a concrete example. We can forget about the useless 
verbiage that certain populist groups spew out on Twitter, in order 
WR�EULHÀ\�DQDO\]H�RQH�RI�WKH�KLJKHVW�TXDOLW\�SURSDJDQGD�SURMHFWV�RI�
all the populist formations: Hola Dictadura, a magazine that speaks 
about the use of the antiterrorism laws.

It is already apparent that the present text is full of very strong 
FULWLFLVPV��%XW�WKH�DLP�LV�QRW�WR�ÀLQJ�VKLW�RU�SURYRNH�FKHDS�IHXGV��
It is also necessary to give praise where praise is due. +ROD�'LFWDGXUD 
reveals a high level of design and preparation. It is evident that its 
DXWKRUV�GHGLFDWHG�WLPH�DQG�HɱRUW��,I�RQO\�DOO�DQDUFKLVW�SURSDJDQGD�
were prepared with such dedication, ability, and seriousness. But if 
ZH�RQO\�DQDO\]H�WKH�PDJD]LQH�LWVHOI��GLYRUFHG�IURP�WKH�SDFL¿HG�DQG�
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Of Classes and Technocrats:
In any case, collapse is just a possibility, while crisis and austerity 
are already here. We must counteract them, and for this we have 
to criticize the neoliberalism that currently predominates in the 
thinking of technocrats and state leaders. But this task cannot be 
completed the easy way, portraying neoliberalism and austerity as the 
greatest evil when they are just another facet of capitalism. Because 
if capitalism resolves this crisis, preventing an economic collapse, 
SURVSHULW\�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�DQG�ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�ORVWħpopulist comrades take 
QRWH�ĨDOO�WKH�VWUHQJWK�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�JDLQHG�WKURXJK�RSSRUWXQLVWLF�
GLVFRXUVHV�WKDW�VRXJKW�VXSHU¿FLDO�DɷQLWLHV�DQG�V\PSDWKLHV�E\�
speaking of the evils of the crisis, the evils of austerity. We must 
not forget how alone we were in the era of economic growth, when 
we were practically the only ones who protested against capitalism.

The doggedness of global capitalism in the face of a possible collapse 
demonstrates that the current structures of economic management 
Ī,0)��FHQWUDO�EDQNV��)HGHUDO�5HVHUYH��SULYDWH�EDQNV�SURWHFWHG�E\�
VWDWH�WUHDVXULHVī�DUH�PXFK�VWURQJHU�WKDQ�WKRVH�RI�SULRU�HUDV��$QG�WKH�
DELOLW\�RI�WKH�&KLQHVH�VWDWHħD�SRVVLEOH�VXFFHVVRU�DV�ZRUOG�OHDGHUħ

19

We make this prediction because fascism is the result of a very 
VSHFL¿F�FODVV�UHODWLRQ��LQ�ZKLFK�D�QDWLRQDO�ERXUJHRLVLH�XQLWHV�ZLWK�
elements of the middle class, with organizers of unions or social 
movements, and with institutions like the press and the military. 
But today national bourgeoisies do not exist as powerful and independent 
actors. The totalitarianism of the current world system is a technocracy, a 
totalitarianism of the material, incorporated into the social architecture 
and the technological organization of life. In sum, it is completely 
compatible with democracy and has no need of charismas or conscious, 
DJUHHGĥXSRQ�DOOLDQFHV�EHWZHHQ�FODVVHV��ZLWK�WKHLU�QHFHVVDU\�SURWDJRQLVWV�
and proactive actors. Of course, this would only change with the emergence 
of a model for a world system not only superior but also promoted by an 
authority capable of defeating and replacing the authority and architect of 
the current world system; or with the collapse of the current system and the 
absence of any hegemonic alternative.



WR�DYRLG�RU�DW�OHDVW�VWDYH�Rɱ�WKH�SRSSLQJ�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�EXEEOH�RQ�
its home turf and the plummeting of its stock market has saved, up 
until now, the global economy, which left in the hands of the Wall 
6WUHHWĥ:DVKLQJWRQ�D[LV�ZRXOG�DOUHDG\�KDYH�IDLOHG��7KLV�UHÀHFWV�WKH�
greater technocratic capacity of a more centralized state to direct 
the accumulation of capital and manage its excesses.3 A single party 
system is clearly less able to obstruct and recuperate popular revolt, 
but perhaps this is no longer the chief concern of our rulers. If the 
Chinese model triumphs in the coming years, we already have an 
image of the organization of power in the future. If on the other hand 
democracy is not surpassed, fascism will also remain, because fascism is 
WKH�LQWULQVLF�DQWDJRQLVW�ĪZKLFK�LV�WR�VD\��D�OLWWOH�EURWKHU��D�FRPSOHPHQWī�RI�
democracy. A strong democracy smothers fascism, a weak democracy uses 
LW�DV�D�VXERUGLQDWH�WRRO��DQG�D�IDLOHG�GHPRFUDF\�ZLWK�QR�SROLWLFRĥHFRQRPLF�
structure to surpass it.

All of which should suggest, at least to the astute readers, an important 
change in the structuration of capitalism and class society. Class society 
has changed. It is a fact. A class of bourgeois investors united by class 
LQWHUHVWV�ĪZKLFK�DUH�LQWHUSUHWHG�VXEMHFWLYHO\�E\�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDOī�DQG�
GLYLGHG�E\�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�GLVWLQFW�QDWLRQDO�DɷQLWLHV��IXQFWLRQV�
GLɱHUHQWO\�IURP�D�V\VWHP�RI�QHWZRUNV�RI�WHFKQRFUDWLF�LQVWLWXWLRQV�
and businesses in which individual actions are modulated by an 
impersonalized institutional functioning, and in which a huge part 
RI�WKH�ÀRZV�RI�FDSLWDO�DUH�DXWRPDWHG��PDQDJHG�E\�DOJRULWKPV��
7KLV�GLɱHUHQFH�LV�HYLGHQW�DW�HYHU\�OHYHO��WKH�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�VWDWHV�
ĪRU�KDV�LW�HVFDSHG�DQ\RQH¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�WKDW�WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�QR�ZDUV�
EHWZHHQ�PDMRU�VWDWHV��OLNH�WKRVH�WKDW�GH¿QHG�HDUOLHU�FHQWXULHV��VLQFH�
����"ī��WKH�GLPLQLVKHG�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�FDSLWDOLVWV��WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�
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3   7KH�HYHQWV�RI�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV�DOVR�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�SRYHUW\�RI�1HJULVW�DQG�DQWLĦLPSHULDOLVW�DQDO\VHV��7KHUH�LV�QR�FRQÁLFW�EHWZHHQ�

WKH�6WDWH�DQG�PXOWLQDWLRQDOV��FDSLWDO��RQO\�WKH�VDPH�FRQÁLFW�DV�DOZD\V�EHWZHHQ�GRPLQDQW�VWDWHV�DQG�WKHLU�LQVWLWXWLRQV��EDQNV��DQG�

businesses, and the less powerful states that are subordinated to a global system that does not privilege their interests. The latter, the 

YLFWLPV�ZLWKLQ�DQ�DQWLĦLPSHULDOLVW�IUDPHZRUN��KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV��EDQNV��DQG�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�WKH\�KDYH�SURYHQ�SHUIHFWO\�

capable of developing autochthonous capitalisms every time they have achieved the autonomy necessary to do it. Of course, the absolute 

GHSHQGHQFH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�EDQNV�RQ�VWDWH�EDLOĦRXWV�VKRZV�WKDW�LW�LV�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�GLVWLQFW�VWUXFWXUHV�LQ�D�XQLÀHG�V\VWHP�DQG�QRW�DQWDJRQLVWV�

LQ�FRQÁLFW��QRU�D�ERVV�DQG�D�PHUH�WRRO�

A supposedly revolutionary municipalism has no historical argumentation. 
It is founded in weakness, in the failure of other practices of struggle, 
and in the lack of visions for how to proceed.

Another practice abandoned by some of the populist anarchists is 
solidarity. In response to the waves of repression between 2013 
and 2015 which has resulted in a total of 68 anarchists arrested 
as terrorists in the whole country, many people have stood in 
solidarity despite the chance that they might be the next to be 
WDNHQ��%XW�VRPH�DVVHPEOLHV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQVħIURP�ZKDW�,�KDYH�
VHHQ�DOZD\V�RI�D�SRSXOLVW�FKDUDFWHUħKDYH�GLVWDQFHG�WKHPVHOYHV�IURP�
WKH�WKRVH�UHSUHVVHG��UHIXVHG�WR�JLYH�VXSSRUW��DQG�HYHQ�MXVWL¿HG�WKH�
repression. It should be said that many sectors of the Catalan 
independence movement were more solidaristic than those anarchists.

Connected with their rejection of solidarity, there is also a 
GLVWDQFLQJħJHQHUDOL]HG�DPRQJVW�QHDUO\�DOO�WKH�SRSXOLVWVħIURP�
combative practices. In a press conference convened by various 
DQDUFKRĥSRSXOLVW�IRUPDWLRQV�DIWHU�WKH�DUUHVWV�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�SKDVH�
RI�2SHUDWLRQ�3DQGRUD�Ī2FWREHU�����ī��WKH�VSRNHVSHUVRQV�DUWLFXODWHG�
ZKDW�ZDV�DQG�ZKDW�ZDV�QRW�DQDUFKLVP�ĪDQG�WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�PHGLD�DPSOL¿HG�
WKHLU�LPEHFLOH�DQG�XQVROLGDULVWLF�GLVFRXUVHVī��7KH\�UHMHFWHG�³YLROHQFH�´�
,Q�WKH�HQG��WKH\�DWWDLQHG�WKHLU�RZQ�SDFL¿FDWLRQ��7KH�ODVW�PHGLXP�WKDW�
remains to them is propaganda, but lacking force and solidarity, the only 
thing they can disseminate are empty ideas.

When they take on the task of communication, populist anarchists 
appropriate the techniques of marketing without any scruple or 
historical analysis. It’s helpful to be acquainted with the science of 
marketing and public relations, as techniques for the control of 
masses. But it is completely incoherent for anarchists to make use of 
such techniques.

To clarify our rejection of marketing, we should clarify what it is 
DQG�ZKDW�LW�LVQ¶W��5HMHFWLQJ�LW�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�GHQ\LQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
of aesthetics, of good design and good layout, of well elaborated 
SURSDJDQGD�WHFKQLTXHV��7KHUH�LV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�GLɱHUHQFH��DQDUFKLVW�
communication starts with an idea that we want to communicate. 
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the corpse of institutional struggle which they’ve never given up on 
dragging behind them can appear alive again, after so many deaths. 
But why would anarchists encourage this method? Municipalism is 
WKH�SHUIHFW�EULGJH�EHWZHHQ�D�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�DQG�LWV�VHOIĥEHWUD\DO��,W�
is just another path to institutionalization.

The conquest of a municipality is a delusion. Activities of state 
management on the municipal level are no less alienating for their 
proximity. Methods of political alienation, methods based in authority 
and obedience do not change their essence if the political body contains 
D�KXQGUHG�PLOOLRQ�RU�WHQ�WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH��7KH�FLW\ĥVWDWHV�RI�DQFLHQW�
Greece usually consisted of fewer people than the typical municipality 
today, and they were capable of organizing systems of slavery, punishment 
and execution, patriarchy, exploitative commerce, and warfare. In fact, the 
majority of early states were nothing more than municipalities.

The municipalists have no examples of truly revolutionary successes 
RWKHU�WKDQ�5RMDYD��%XW�5RMDYD�KDV�QRWKLQJ�LQ�FRPPRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
PXQLFLSDOLVP�RI�%RRNFKLQ�RU�WKDW�RI�WKH�&83��7KH\�GLG�QRW�
achieve the autonomy necessary for beginning their experiment 
through a gradual process of protests and elections, but rather 
through a civil war in which they disposed of a large army. And if 
the Kurds manage to liberate a part of their territory in the long term, 
they will only have created a State that is much more decentralized 
WKDQ�WKH�W\SLFDO�EXUHDXFUDWLF�EXWFKHU�VKRS�RI�WKH�0DU[LVWĥ/HQLQLVWV��,Q�
the near future they will still have to resolve the contradiction between 
the inherent tendencies of centralized structures to constantly increase 
the centralization of power, and their desire for freedom. Either they 
will create a new State, a new system of domination, or they will 
abolish it completely.

We don’t deign to tell them how they should organize themselves 
to overcome this contradiction; we don’t know the answer. But any 
SHUVRQ�RQ�WKLV�SODQHW�FDQ�DɷUPħZLWK�JRRG�UHDVRQħWKDW�6WDWHV�
cannot be reformed. They are destroyed, or they dominate you.
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RI�¿[HG�DQG�OLTXLG�FDSLWDO�FRQWUROOHG�E\�LQKXPDQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�HQWLWLHV��WKH�
ZD\�ODUJH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�IXQFWLRQ�PRUH�DV�SXEOLF�SULYDWH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WKDQ�DV�
businesses directed by a capitalist; the increase in the power of institutions 
and bureaucracies YLVĦDĦYLV rich individuals or charismatic politicians; the 
GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�¿JXUH�RI�WKH�ERXUJHRLV�RZQHU�RU�
LQYHVWRU��WKH�JUHDWHU�ÀH[LELOLW\�DQG�WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI�¿[HG�OLQHV�
EHWZHHQ�ZRUNHUV�DQG�ERVVHV�PDQDJHUV�RI�FDSLWDO�DQG�ODERU�GLVFLSOLQH��
the astronomical rise in the importance of managers, directors, 
specialists, and other species of technograts, and a long et cetera.

Unfortunately, a detailed analysis of these changes, outside of the 
circles of specialists and academics lacking revolutionary perspectives 
RU�FRQÀLFWLYH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��KDV�QRW�EHHQ�FRPPRQ�4 Some 
even dogmatically attack the attempts to perceive and understand 
WKHVH�FKDQJHV��EH�LW�WKH�DOPRVW�UHOLJLRXV�DWWDFKPHQW�WR�WKH�¿JXUH�
RI�WKH�SUROHWDULDW�DV�HYLGHQFHG�E\�WKH�FRPUDGHV�RI�3UROHWDULRV�
Internacionalistas or the laughable combination of ignorance and 
arrogance present in texts like Cuando se senala la luna.

The result of this lack of investigation are comrades who propose that 
the crisis is just a show and a conspiracy, and many more who have not 
thought of the possible exits from the crisis that the powerful dispose of.

To express it all more clearly, although also simply: austerity, which 
began shortly after the crises of the ‘70s, which signaled the end of 
WKH�LQGXVWULDO�H[SDQVLRQ�DQG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�H[SDQVLRQ��
UHÀHFWV�WKH�YLWDO�QHHG�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�WR�RSHQ�PRUH�VSKHUHV�RI�OLIH�
and society to the investment of the excessively abundant liquid 
FDSLWDO�WKDW�LW�KDV�JHQHUDWHG��3ULYDWL]DWLRQ�LV�RQH�ZD\�WR�RSHQ�PRUH�
infrastructures and institutions to investment. Austerity does not avoid 
FULVLVħEHFDXVH�WKH�DFFXPXODWLRQ�RI�FDSLWDO�LV�LQ¿QLWH�DQG�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�
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4   Neither do I think we’re inventing the wheel here. There are several examples of lucid analysis of the aforementioned changes, 

VWDQGLQJ�RXW�DPRQJ�WKHP�7HUUD�&UHPDGD��$XUW��RU�*($�OD�&RUUDOD��EXW�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�RQ�D�PLFUR�VFDOH��QRUPDOO\�ZLWK�WKH�FLW\�DV�WKH�

frame of analysis. For a global analysis, one would have to refer to the followers of Communization Theory who, diminishing slightly 

their lucidity, fall into a fetishization of the economic sphere as the only lens of analysis and into a lack of revolutionary projectuality, 

giving an almost exclusive protagonism to Capital.



Against this panorama, the new parties of the Left have promised 
that which they are uncapable of delivering: ending austerity without 
destroying capitalism. As we have already seen, austerity can only end 
through a new capitalist expansion or through a social revolution that 
¿QDOO\�WRSSOHV�WKH�LQFRUULJLEOH�LQWHUQDO�G\QDPLFV�RI�FDSLWDOLVP��$QG�DV�
we have seen so many times in history, the State is not able to destroy 
FDSLWDOLVP�ĪDV�ORQJ�DV�DQ�HYHQ�PRUH�H[SORLWDWLYH�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHP�
GRHVQ¶W�FRPH�DORQJī�EHFDXVH�WKH�6WDWH�LV�DQ�DSSDUDWXV�RI�DOLHQDWLRQ�
and domination that is obliged to supply and fund itself via the most 
HɱHFWLYHO\�H[SORLWDWLYH�HFRQRPLF�VWUXFWXUHV�DYDLODEOH��,I�\RX�LPSRVH�
your will with the gun, the only thing you can never do is close the 
EXOOHW�IDFWRU\��$�VHOIĥVXɷFLHQW�SHRSOH�GRHV�QRW�JHQHUDWH�WKH�DOLHQDEOH�
VXUSOXV�WKDW�D�6WDWH�QHHGV�WR�¿QDQFH�LWVHOI�DQG�LPSRVH�LWV�GHFLVLRQV�
We anarchists are perfectly positioned to indicate the incoherence, 
the unrealism, and the falseness of the Left, but we are lost in a great 
confusion. In part it is ideological. The refusal of many anarchists to 
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The Promises of the Left:

investment of surplus only generates more surplus that must be invested 
RU�ORVWħUDWKHU�LW�SURORQJV�LW��%XW�WKH�PDQDJHUV�RI�FDSLWDO�DUH�LQFDSDEOH�
of doing anything else, just as people dying of hunger will kill the chicken 
instead of waiting for it to lay eggs.

Ending austerity and once again giving priority to social funding, the 
powerful might be able to stop the advance of a popular revolt. But at 
WKH�PRPHQW��DQG�ZLWK�JRRG�UHDVRQ��WKH\�IHDU�DQ�HFRQRPLF�FROODSVHħ
which is inevitable, as long as some currently unknown frontier for 
HFRQRPLF�H[SDQVLRQ�LV�RSHQHG�XSħPXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�D�SRSXODU�UHYROW��
which is merely a possibility, and a distant one, it seems. Even if they 
begin to fear a revolt, they cannot stop looking for new terrain for 
the investment of their capital, so they will continue to pressure for 
DXVWHULW\��$QG�RQO\�DQ�HFRQRPLFDOO\�VHOIĥVXɷFLHQW�VWDWH�ĪDQG�QRW�HYHQ�
Germany, which has avoided augmenting its budget with loans, as 
WKH�86�GRHV��PHHWV�WKLV�FULWHULRQī�ZRXOG�EH�FDSDEOH�RI�UHVLVWLQJ�WKH�
pressure, or a state politically powerful enough to break with the 
dominant ethics and default on loans to important lenders.

And as an aside, yes, it makes perfect sense to speak of “normal 
people” in reference to a category from which we are excluded. The 
normal person is the normalized person, the one who follows society’s 
norms. Being an anarchist is not normal. And what do they do with 
people who don’t follow the norms of their society? That’s right: they 
stick them in the ghetto.

:H�FDQ�GHFRUDWH�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�RXU�JKHWWR�DQG�HYHQ�SXW�XS�QLFH�WLOHV�ĪRU�
SRVWHUVī�WR�PDNH�LW�PRUH�FR]\ħDV�PDQ\�DHVWKHWLF�UHEHOV�GRħRU�ZH�
can punch holes in it to pass secret messages back and forth. But it 
is completely erroneous to think that we are the ones who built this 
ghetto. As long as capitalism exists, the ghetto will also exist. It is 
nothing less than an integral structure of the society of the Spectacle 
and the State itself.

The populists are not breaking out of their isolation. In fact, outĥ
side the ghetto people are much more isolated than inside. Within, 
practices of solidarity and mutual aid are much more vibrant than 
in normalized society. Until the revolution comes, there is only one 
way out of the ghetto, and that is by obeying society’s norms. And it 
seems that this is what the populist comrades are starting to do.

3RSXOLVP�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�UDGLFDO�SUDFWLFHV��7KH�
representatives of various initiatives for mass organization in the 
Barcelona Anarchist Bookfair in 2015 knew how to disguise their 
words in order to avoid saying anything alarming. They insisted they 
were not watering down their discourse or their practices, while they 
constantly advocated a drastic dilution in order to “connect with the 
masses”. But several of their followers, who did not know how to 
watch their mouths like good politicians, made a direct link between 
³OHDYLQJ�WKH�JKHWWR´�DQG�³DEDQGRQLQJ�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ´�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
advocate working with public institutions.

In recent years, speaking of an abandonment of principles, we have 
seen a new wager on municipalism from leftwing parties, organizations, 
DQG�SODWIRUPV�OLNH�WKH�&83��$UUDQ��RU�%DUFHORQD�HQ�&RPX��DQG�DOVR�
IURP�OLEHUWDULDQ�JURXSV�OLNH�(PEDW��)RU�WKH�/HIW��WKLV�PRYH�PDNHV�
SHUIHFW�VHQVH��WKH\�QHHG�WR�¿QG�D�QHZ�PDVN��D�QHZ�DURPD��VR�WKDW�
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The majority of populists I know have less contact with people 
outside the ghetto than the typical antisocial anarchist. I have seen 
some of them fail as insurrectionalists and now they are failing as 
organizers of the masses. They have not “connected with the people” 
in the least. Nonetheless, they are obsessed with “leaving the ghetto” 
DQG�WKH\�LQÀDWH�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�PRUH�GHGLFDWHG�
than other anarchists, those of us who remain in the ghetto.

To begin with, they don’t understand what the ghetto is nor where it 
comes from. We cannot be more categorical: the ghetto is constructed 
solely by the State. Not grasping this basic fact is to completely obviate 
WKH�QDWXUH�RI�SUHVHQWĥGD\�VRFLHW\��)RU�WKHP��WKH�JKHWWR�PHDQV�OLYLQJ�
in a squat because it’s cool, wearing black, going to occasional protests 
DQG�WDONV��DQG�SDUW\LQJ��GULQNLQJ�FKHDS�EHHUV��DQG�JUDWXLWRXVO\�VQLɷQJ�
speed in one of the typical spaces of our milieu.

But we don’t all have the same experience. Some of us started squatting 
EHFDXVH�ZH�FRXOGQ¶W�DɱRUG�UHQW��6RPH�RI�XV�ZHDU�WKH�FORWKHV�ZH�DUH�
able to dumpster or steal. Some of us don’t go to parties, we don’t 
insult our bodies with drugs and we happen to know our neighbors. I 
have friends who rent and work normal jobs and they are also in the 
ghetto, just like me.

What, then, is the ghetto? It is having to lie about who we are so we 
GRQ¶W�JHW�¿UHG�IURP�RXU�MREV��,W�LV�KDYLQJ�WR�KLGH�WKH�GHWDLOV�RI�RXU�
lives when we speak with strangers. It is having to pretend to be 
QRUPDO�SHRSOH�ZKHQ�ZH�ORRN�IRU�DQ�DSDUWPHQW��¿OO�RXW�SDSHUZRUN��
or cross borders. It’s knowing that they can label us as terrorists 
and put us in prison.

Those are the walls of our ghetto. They are social structures that 
control us, punish us, and isolate us. It strikes me as myopic that 
the populist comrades don’t realize this. It is a sign of a grave lack 
of seriousness, a position of comfort, that they have never sought 
out the true walls of their prison.
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The Anarchist Proposals:
7KH�QHZ�SDUWLHV�RI�WKH�/HIW��IURP�3RGHPRV�WR�%DUFHORQD�HQ�&RPX��
arose from the death of the 15M movement. At least in Barcelona and 
Madrid, anarchist participation helped beat the leftwing parties and 
WKH�JUDVVURRWV�SROLWLFLDQV�LQ�WKHLU�HɱRUWV�WR�FHQWUDOL]H�WKH�PRYHPHQW�
and use it exclusively to exercise an institutional pressure. Yes, part 
of the movement organized marches to Madrid and Brussels to demand 
constitutional reform, but in general the rejection of political parties was 
maintained, the majority of its energies were channeled into more direct 
protests, and at least in Barcelona the movement was rerouted to the 
QHLJKERUKRRG�DVVHPEOLHV�DQG�RWKHU�VSDFHV�WKDW�ZHUH�PRUH�GLɷFXOW�WR�
centralize. And the neighborhood assemblies formed part of a great 
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develop profound and sensible critiques of democracy and technology 
turns them into cheerleaders of the principal axes of social control 
the State disposes of at this decisive juncture. They appeal to those 
two fundamental values of the current system of domination out of 
fear, laziness, opportunism, and a lack of any scrupulous analysis. It 
LV�PXFK�HDVLHU�³WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�WKH�PDVVHV´�Ĭ“llegar a la gente,” 
D�WHUP�WKDW�KDV�EHFRPH�SRSXODU�LQ�WKH�ODVW�\HDUVĭ�E\�GHQRXQFLQJ�
the politicians of the moment rather than questioning the pillars of 
society itself. Today, anyone who criticizes democracy or technology 
exposes themselves to the worst marginalization and persecution. In 
the dismal simulation of a strategy, these populists surrender to the 
demands of the system itself and make apologies for the values that 
their supposed enemy has taught them must never be questioned.

But more than ideological, the confusion is emotional. After the waves 
of repression, after witnessing so many times how every success we 
achieve fades away for reasons we don’t fully appreciate, we get tired. 
Without imagination, we have no revolutionary horizon. Without a 
renewed global analysis, we don’t understand what is happening in 
the world around us. And without enthusiasm, we cannot generate 
WKH�FRQÀLFWLYH�SURMHFWXDOLW\�WKDW�ZRXOG�HQDEOH�WR�OHDUQ�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�
of action. We stagnate, we stop, we waste our energies in initiatives 
destined to failure.



laboratory for the radicalization of strikes, support for struggles 
WKDW�SUHYLRXVO\�KDG�EHHQ�SDUWLDO�DQG�LVRODWHG��WKH�GH¿QLWLYH�GHIHDW�
RI�SDFL¿VP�DQG�WKH�LPSURYHPHQW�RI�PHWKRGV�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��
dissemination, and assemblies.

The grassroots politicians were not able to capture the movement nor 
make use of its structures. They created their new parties after the 
death of the movement in the plazas. These parties have fed precisely 
Rɱ�RI�WKH�SRSXODU�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�WKDW�WKH�HQWLUH�PRYHPHQW�KDGQ¶W�
accomplished anything. As such, we could say that the anarchists were 
successful in negating the maneuvers for the institutionalization of the 
struggles, but we met with a sound defeat when it came to introducing 
our proposals in the emerging social spaces. Some of us were ashamed 
RI�RXU�RKĥVRĥGDULQJ�LGHDV�DQG�RWKHUV�ODFNHG�YLVLRQV�DQG�SURSRVDOV�WR�
EHJLQ�ZLWK��2WKHUV��ZKR�WULHG�WR�FRPH�Rɱ�DV�WKH�PRVW�UDGLFDO��ZHUH�VR�
fragile that they did not even know how to express and put in practice 
their ideas in spaces where there were also opposing ideas. Did they 
think anarchist ideas cannot defend themselves when they enter into 
contact with reformist ideas? They surrendered the new spaces to the 
UHIRUPLVWV�ZLWKRXW�HYHQ�SXWWLQJ�XS�D�¿JKW�

It was an important achievement that many of those assemblies did 
QRW�EHFRPH�FHQWUDOL]HG�VSDFHV�RI�XQLWDU\�GHFLVLRQĥPDNLQJ�FDSDEOH�
of representing and controlling an entire movement. But we did not 
know how to formulate anarchist proposals that could also be useful 
to other people in the decentralized assemblies we had helped 
create.5 In the end, the institutionalizes of the struggles won the 
FRQÀLFW��WKRXJK�WKH\�KDG�WR�ZDLW�WZR�PRUH�\HDUV�ĬEHWZHHQ�WKH�GHDWK�
RI�WKH���0�PRYHPHQW�DQG�WKH�ULVH�RI�WKH�QHZ�SDUWLHVĭ�

:H�DFKLHYHGħDQG�QRW�WKDQNV�WR�XV�EXW�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�ODWHQW�DQDUFKLF�
FDSDFLWLHV�LQ�DOO�SHRSOHħD�¿UVW�VWHS�WRZDUGV�WKH�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�
society. But people, and not without reason, chafed at the uselessness 
of the autonomous assemblies. Subsequently, and this time lacking 
reason, they placed their hopes once more in the democratic structures, 
this time betting on new representatives and new parties. Without a 
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5   When I refer to proposals that could be useful to other people, I am not talking about charity projects that we, the good anarchists, 
do for strangers, but about proposals that could be useful for us and for others. It seems that, rejecting charity, we don’t know how to 
do anything with other people if they don’t also start identifying as anarchists. And it is a sad shortcoming, because there is a huge gap 
between charity and recruitment.

1HLWKHU�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�WKH�DɷQLW\�JURXSV�QRU�SUDFWLFDO�SURSRVDOV�
LQ�KHWHURJHQHRXV�VSDFHV�KDYH�FRQVWLWXWHG�WKH�JUHDWHVW�HɱRUW�FDUULHG�
out by many anarchists these last years. On the contrary, ever more 
comrades are dedicating themselves to revolutionary suicide. It seems 
to us that the greatest problem faced by anarchism today is populism.

If we place our chips on a tension between the social and antisocial 
QHHGV�RI�WKH�VWUXJJOH��ZH�ZLOO�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�VHOIĥLVRODWLRQ�LV�WKH�FXUVH�
of those comrades who fail to overcome the contradictions of the 
antisocial position, and populism is the curse of those who fail to 
overcome the contradictions of the social position.

,I�WKH�QHZ�OHIWĥZLQJ�SDUWLHV�DUH�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKH�GHDWK�RI�WKH�
movements against austerity outside the anarchist space, within the 
anarchist space the consequence is populism. One can perceive an 
anxiety, a panic, in reaction to the electoral successes of certain 
activists who previously had been in assemblies or protests with us.

Those trapped in an antisocial position react to the predictable, eternal 
dynamic of institutionalization by seeking to isolate themselves even 
further. If certain people in the heterogeneous movements against 
austerity, or before that, against globalization, are now in politics, 
they seize on this mundane tragedy as a meager proof that participating 
in such movements was a mistake. In this way they demonstrate the 
fragility of their position and the lack of radicality in their vision. 
Leftists, simply by acting as leftists, can drive them away from social 
FRQÀLFWV��ZKLFK�DUH�DOZD\V�PHVV\��DOZD\V�FRPSOH[��DQG�DOZD\V�DWWUDFW�
RSSRUWXQLVWV��LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HUV��DQG�RWKHU�XQVDYRU\�¿JXUHV��7KRVH�
who wear the mantle of the most radical are seeking pure spaces 
of antagonism that do not exist, because they do not know how to 
defend radical ideas and practices in heterogeneous spaces.

The populists, on the other hand, feel their isolation but they do not 
understand its roots. With an array of mistaken methods founded on 
chronic weakness and a historical amnesia that is really quite tragic, 
populist anarchists fall into an unstoppable rout, which they call
�³FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�PDVVHV´�Ĭ“llegar a la gente”ĭ�
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3DUDOOHO�WR�WKHVH�DFWLYLWLHV�IRU�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�FROOHFWLYH�SRZHU�DQG�
immediate counterattack against emiseration, more ideal activities were 
also lacking, focused on creating spaces of our own where the social 
UHODWLRQV�ZH�ZDQW�FDQ�EHJLQ�WR�ÀRXULVK��2FFXSLHG�SOD]DV�DQG�JDUGHQV��
networks of exchange and gifts, workshops for artisanal skills. In this 
OLQH�ZH�GR�KDYH�VRPH�H[DPSOHV��OLNH�WKH�DWKHQHXP�LQ�3REOH�6HF�RU�WKH�
$JRUD�RI�-XDQ�$QGUHV�LQ�5DYDO��7KH�WZR�SURMHFWV�KDYH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
increased the intensity and the possibilities of struggle in those zones, 
but their recognition as important examples has not been very widespread.

7KHQ�WKHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�WKRVH�SURMHFWV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHVħGHVWUXFWLYH�DV�ZHOO�DV�
FRQVWUXFWLYHħWKDW�RQO\�DULVH�IURP�DQDUFKLVW�JURXSV�RUJDQL]HG�DORQJ�OLQHV�
RI�DɷQLW\��7KHVH�DUH�LQGLVSHQVDEOH��EXW�LI�WKH\�DUH�QRW�DFFRPSDQLHG�
by a parallel labor in broad, heterogeneous spaces, they will become 
isolated and enjoy small chance of attaining their objectives.

In summation: people do not distance themselves from anarchism 
because they believe statist dogma. They believe statist dogma 
EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�REOLJHG�WR�UHSURGXFH�LW��)RU�PRVW�SHRSOH��EHOLHIV�GR�
not determine actions, actions determine beliefs. They will believe 
that which is most comfortable for them to believe as long as they 
must live under the impositions of the State.

Up against a prison society, anarchism will not be spread with better 
or more propaganda. It will spread if it can exercise force against the 
GRPLQDQW�VWUXFWXUHV��LI�LW�FDQ�SXW�LQ�SUDFWLFHħDW�OHDVW�LQ�D�OLPLWHG�
ZD\ħLWV�LGHDV��DQG�LI�WKHVH�LGHDV�DUH�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�SHRSOH¶V�GDLO\�OLYHV��
7KH�¿UVW�SHRSOH�LQ�D�VRFLHW\�ZKR�UDLVH�WKH�DQDUFKLVW�EDQQHU�DUH�
GUHDPHUV��EXW�ZH�DUH�QRW�VR�XQLTXH��:H�WHQG�WR�EH�PRUH�VHQVLWLYHħ
LQ�RQH�ZD\�RU�DQRWKHUħDQG�IRU�XV�DQDUFKLVP�LV�XVHIXO�IURP�WKH�
outset because we cannot stand life in this society with its lies and 
LPSRVLWLRQV��$QDUFKLVP�IXO¿OOV�RXU�SV\FKRĥVRFLDO�QHHGV��2WKHU�SHRSOH�
are not blind to these lies and impositions, they just endure them and 
invent the appropriate excuses. The need for physical survival is one 
of the strongest and most reasonable arguments there is, and today, it 
is the State that guarantees people’s survival.
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doubt, it is not our responsibility, as enlightened ones, to show people 
how they have to organize their lives nor make use of assemblies. But 
we live in a world in which all structural pressures inhibit us from 
SUDFWLFLQJ�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�UHGLUHFW�XV�WRZDUGV�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�
and passivity. If we the anarchists, who spend every day thinking 
about these things, were not capable of conceiving nor putting in 
practice in those multitudinous spaces the proposals that correspond 
to our own desires and necessities, how can we blame anyone else 
IRU�QRW�KDYLQJ�GRQH�VR"�Ī$QG�,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�KHDU�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOLVW�
or antisocial comrades say that they have no need of multitudinous 
spaces, because they, with their own forces, have not been able to 
realize their desires nor to defeat the State. I would refer them to 
SURYHQ�DQG�FRQVHTXHQWLDO�LQGLYLGXDOLVWV�DQG�DQWLVRFLDOV�OLNH�5HQ]R�
Novatore, who had a more nuanced and real posture, rather than a 
dogmatic, defeatist one, regarding relations with the hated masses.

:KDW�PLJKW�WKH�DQDUFKLVW�SURSRVDOV�IRU�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�KDYH�
EHHQ"�)URP�D�K\SRWKHWLFDO�VWDQGSRLQW�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�JLYH�WKH�
most intelligent responses to this question. Only on the basis of 
practice and collective intelligence could the most suitable paths be 
GHYHORSHG��%XW�ZH�FDQ�RɱHU�DW�OHDVW�D�IHZ�VXJJHVWLRQV��LQ�RUGHU�WR�
leave the realm of abstraction.

7KH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�0XWXDO�$LG�1HWZRUNVħD�PRGHO�RI�FROOHFWLYH�
pressure in response to housing and labor problems, developed in 
6HDWWOH�DQG�DSSHDULQJ�¿UVW�ĬDPRQJ�WKH�LWHUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�6SDQLVK�VWDWHĭ�
LQ�WKH�%DUFHORQD�QHLJKERUKRRG�RI�&ORWħZDV�LQWHUHVWLQJ��,W�JDYH�ULVH�WR�
a few small but important battles, but in the end only demonstrated 
the lack of patience generalized among the anarchists and the great 
GLɷFXOW\��LQ�WRGD\¶V�VRFLHW\��RI�DYRLGLQJ�G\QDPLFV�RI�DVVLVWHQWLDOLVP�
ĬFKDULW\ĭ��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�JURXSV�RI�WKLV�W\SH�JDYH�XS�DIWHU�D�VKRUW�WLPH��
instead of carrying out an intense work in the neighborhoods in order 
WR�¿QG�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZLWK�HFRQRPLF�SUREOHPV�DQG�D�GHVLUH�WR�UHVLVW�

7KH�3ODWIRUP�IRU�3HRSOH�$ɱHFWHG�E\�0RUWJDJHV�Ī3$+ī�KDG�PXFK�
more success in this sense, but often at the cost of obstructing any 
advance in their own struggle. We’re referring to reformist demands 
and visions, criminalizing and unsolidaristic discourses towards other 
ZD\V�RI�VWUXJJOH�ĪWKH�XVH�RI�VHOIĥGHIHQVH�DQG�ULRWV�DJDLQVW�HYLFWLRQV��
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WKH�VTXDWWLQJ�RI�KRXVHV�WKDW�GRQ¶W�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�EDQNVī�DQG�D�UHIXVDO�WR�
critique private property or include people who rent. The minoritarian 
3ODWIRUP�IRU�3HRSOH�$ɱHFWHG�E\�0RUWJDJHV�DQG�&DSLWDOLVP�Ī3$+&ī�
overcame some of these limitations, but the organization as a whole 
has ended up with few possibilities outside of the electoral path. And 
it has very few illegalist perspectives, given that very few anarchists 
ĪDQG�,�PXVW�LQFOXGH�P\VHOIī�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�GLUHFW�
action and reformist discourses.

Within a larger space like the assembly of a city or a neighborhood, 
WKHUH�H[LVWHG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\ħXQWHVWHGħRI�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�WKLV�PRGHO�
so that it leaves behind the traits of a specialized activist group and 
adopts more radical and combative characteristics. In another time, 
the example of the autoreductions in the proletarian neighborhoods 
of Italy in the ‘60s and ‘70s was very important. It would have been 
an interesting model: if they cut back our social services, instead of demanding 
change in the arena of the laws, we will install our own cutbacks, not paying sales 
tax or public transport, only paying half for the gas, water, and electricity, for rent, 
etc. A broad space would have been ideal for organizing initiatives of this 
type, but in general it was not done. The matters of misery and precarity 
were left to be dealt with by each individual in an isolated fashion.

Yes, there were mobilizations in Barcelona against the price hikes 
in public transport, but the response was dominated by a reformist 
assembly that we anarchists were not capable of contradicting, even 
though we were among the most active organizers of the successive 
campaigns in the metro and the bus lines. Besides a few occasional 
protests, the proposal of free public transport was only spread on the 
level of propaganda and not of action. And there we lost ourselves in 
questions that were very important but at the moment hardly useful, 
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�DQDUFKLVW�FLW\�ĪZRXOG�LW�H[LVW"ī��DQG�WKH�LGHDO�WUDQVSRUW�
ĪZRXOG�WKHUH�EH�DQ\"ī��7KH�IHZ�WLPHV�ZH�SURSRVHG�IUHH�WUDQVSRUW��
we hardly believed it ourselves, given that we weren’t convinced that 
cities and metros would exist in our ideal world, nor had we had that 
FRQYHUVDWLRQħWKH�RQH�DERXW�UHYROXWLRQħZLWK�RXU�QHLJKERUV�DQG�
new comrades. In our own eyes, we were impractical dreamers, 
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so we bit our tongues even as we made our proposals. We didn’t 
SURSRVH�D�UHIXVDO�WR�SD\ħQRW�GXULQJ�RFFDVLRQDO�SURWHVWV�EXW�HYHU\�
GD\ħDV�D�IRUP�RI�FRXQWHUDWWDFN��DQG�ZH�GLGQ¶W�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
assemblies as spaces to propose and organize such measures.

All the elements for a successful struggle in the metro and bus 
existed: new technologies for visibilizing and evading ticket 
controls; associations or solidaristic insurance to collectively pay 
¿QHV��SRSXODU�UDJH�DJDLQVW�WKH�SULFH�KLNHV�DQG�WKH�WRXUĥ�LVWL¿FDWLRQ��
SUHFDULWL]DWLRQ��DQG�JHQWUL¿FDWLRQ�WKDW�KDG�EHFRPH�JHQHUDOL]HG�LQ�WKH�
city; assemblies in every neighborhood to organize proposals outside 
WKH�FRQWURO�RI�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DQG�QHJRWLDWLRQĥRULHQWHG�SODWIRUPV��
DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�VWLOO�D�GLɱXVH�FDSDFLW\�IRU�VDERWDJH��,W�ZRXOG�
have been possible to link it up with the struggle against borders 
ĪJLYHQ�WKH�FRPSOLFLW\�RI�PHWUR�VHFXULW\�JXDUGV�LQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�RU�
EHDWLQJ�XS�PLJUDQWVī�DQG�WKH�VWUXJJOH�DJDLQVW�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�
VRFLDO�FRQWURO�ĪJLYHQ�WKH�SODQQHG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�DQ�LQWHJUDWHG�
system of tracking and surveillance throughout the whole public 
WUDQVSRUW�QHWZRUNī��,W�FRXOG�KDYH�WDNHQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�VDERWDJH�DJDLQVW�
the technologies of control in the metro, the opening of stations, 
putting the ticket machines out of service, and massive propaganda 
DGYRFDWLQJ�D�UHIXVDO�WR�SD\��DQ�DFWLRQ�WKDW�LV�EHQH¿FLDO�IRU�HYHU\RQH��
that encourages illegality and that is not directed at negotiation with 
the authorities. Instead of this, there were occasional protests that 
blocked the lines of transport, only angering people who didn’t want 
to spend even more time commuting, and the only objective was to 
SUHVVXUH�70%�ĬWKH�PHWURSROLWDQ�WUDQVSRUW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQĭ�DQG�&LW\�
Hall to implement a change.

A successful campaign of this kind might have served as a step 
towards that great event, the rent strike. Such a strike demands 
much more commitment than the one day general strike, it weaves 
stronger connections of solidarity between its participants, and it 
DOVR�JHQHUDWHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FRPEDW�ĪZKLFK�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�RQO\�
DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�VSHFWDFXODU�JHQHUDO�VWULNHVī��JLYHQ�WKDW�QHLJKERUV�
will have to defend against the inevitable evictions. Yes, a rent strike 
LV�YHU\�IDU�Rɱ��EXW�QRW�VR�IDU�DV�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ��:KDW�LV�ODFNLQJ�LV�QRW�
possibility, but seriousness.
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